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It might not be improper for us

as Latter-day Saints in assembling to-

gether on occasions of this kind to re-

mind ourselves that the information and

intelligence that it is our privilege to re-

ceive, depend very much upon the as-

sistance we get from the Holy Spirit—

that Spirit which the Savior told us

would bring all things to our remem-

brance, and open up unto our under-

standing all things that might be prof-

itable. Of course we learn a great

many things through reflection and by

the exercise of the intelligence which

we have acquired through the cultiva-

tion of the principles of truth; but those

things which are of the greatest impor-

tance to the Latter-day Saints are de-

rived through the revelations of the Holy

Spirit. Many principles of vast impor-

tance, principles that will assist greatly

through all the scenes of life, may be de-

veloped through the revelations of the

Holy Spirit on occasions of this kind

when we come together to hear the

word of the Lord through His servants.

I will read a portion of Scripture—

not that I intend to confine myself par-

ticularly to any text; but there are some

things contained in a short history that

will be found in the Book of Esther, from

which I think we may derive much profit

and consolation under the circumstances

that surround us at the present time as

well as the circumstances that may sur-

round us in the future. In the 4th chap-

ter of the Book of Esther, beginning at

the 15th verse, we read:

"Then Esther bade them return

Mordecai this answer,

"Go, gather together all the Jews that

are present in Shushan, and fast ye for

me, and neither eat nor drink three days,

night or day: I also and my maidens will

fast likewise; and so will I go unto the

king, which is not according to the law:

and if I perish, I perish.

"So Mordecai went his way, and did

according to all that Esther had com-

manded him."

Now we find in tracing the his-

tory of the Lord's dealings from the


