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and finally sent word to Mordecai in the

language I have read in those verses.

Accordingly after this fasting she went

into the king, the desire of her heart was

granted and the people were saved.

In many instances of a similar na-

ture where the destruction of the peo-

ple of God seemed imminent, and there

appeared no way of escape, suddenly

there arose something or another that

had been prepared for their salvation to

avert the impending destruction. We

find this in the case of the Israelites

when led by Moses. When they came to

the Red Sea and the Egyptian army in

their rear threatened their destruction,

there seemed no way of escape, but at

the very moment when deliverance was

required, behold, it appeared and they

were delivered. So it has been and so it

ever will be with us. Notwithstanding

our difficulties may appear very great,

yet there will be means provided for our

escape if we ourselves perform the du-

ties incumbent upon us as the children of

God. But it may become necessary in the

future—and this is the point I wish to

make—for some of the Saints to act the

part of Esther, the queen, and be will-

ing to sacrifice anything and everything

that is required at their hands for the

purpose of working out the deliverance

of the Latter-day Saints.

First we should know that we are

the people of God. In every dispen-

sation of importance pertaining to the

Lord's people, there is an opportunity

given whereby persons may receive a

knowledge of that which is required

of them. Before the destruction of

the Antediluvians, there was a medium

through which that people could have

come to a knowledge of those things

that Noah declared. Had it not been so

there would have been an apparent

inconsistency in the Lord demanding

that the people should pursue a certain

course contrary to their feelings, con-

trary to their wishes, contrary to their

traditions, and that required a great

deal of sacrifice—I say, unless they could

be confident within themselves that the

course he wished them to pursue was the

right one, there would be an apparent in-

consistency in demanding it. But when

Noah stood up before the people, he

preached to them the everlasting Gospel.

He preached the same Gospel that Adam

preached. He preached the same Gospel

that the people of old preached. He

preached the same Gospel the Apostles

preached. He preached the same Gospel

that we preach, through which a knowl-

edge from God could be obtained as to

its truth. All those who would repent of

their sins, and be baptized for a remis-

sion of them, should have the privilege

of receiving the Holy Ghost, which would

give them a knowledge of the things of

God, and a knowledge of the things re-

quired at their hands. And so it is in our

day. The Gospel is proclaimed, a chan-

nel is opened through which individu-

als may receive a knowledge of things

pertaining to life and salvation, of those

things that are required at their hands,

and of the course they should pursue as

the servants and handmaids of God.

The world thinks that the Latter-

day Saints will be destroyed; they think

that the Latter-day Saints will be scat-

tered; they think that the time will

come when the Latter-day Saints will

be disunited and become like the sec-

tarian world, and they have foolishly

set to work to accomplish this purpose.

Well, now, as Brother Woodruff has said,

we know better. We understand that


