
and will keep the commandments of God, 
God will turn the popular sentiment of 
this nation in our favor; the nation will feel 
disposed to bestow upon us favor instead 
of persecution and destruction. But it is 
our business to step forward as did Esther, 
and be willing to risk all for the salvation of 
the people. In undertaking her task, Esther 
said, “If I perish, I perish.” Here is a les-
son for our sisters. But the people of God 
will not perish. There will always be a ram 
caught in the thicket for their deliverance.

Now, I know of the things of which 
I speak. A little spiritual knowledge is a 
great deal better than mere opinions and 
notions and ideas, or even very elaborate 
arguments; a little spiritual knowledge is 
very important and of the highest consid-
eration. We have received that knowledge, 
and we will stand by it, the Lord being our 
helper. It is now time for the Latter-day 
Saints to humble themselves before the 
Almighty, as did the people that were at 
the point of destruction by the decree of 
Ahasuerus. It is time now for the Latter-
day Saints to find out wherein they have 
committed themselves; it is time for the 
Latter-day Saints to repent of their sins 
and follies and call upon the Almighty, 
that his aid may be given; that those fet-
ters and chains that are being forged for  
us may fall to the ground, and that we

may have the deliverance that is necessary; 
that we may go forward and accomplish 
the great work entrusted to our care.

Well, I ask God to bless the Latter-day 
Saints, to bless His Holy Priesthood; to 
bless President Taylor, his Counselors, and 
the Apostles; that we may do that which 
is right and acceptable before the Lord, 
and humble ourselves before him, and call 
upon him in mighty power; that we may 
do those things required at our hands no 
matter at what sacrifice. The Lord has said, 
“I have decreed in my heart, that I will 
prove you in all things, whether you will 
abide in my covenant, even unto death, 
that you may be found worthy. For if ye 
will not abide in my covenant ye are not 
worthy of me.” We have something to live 
for; we have everything to die for. But there 
is no death in these matters. There is salva-
tion and there is life if the people of God—
those that call themselves after the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ—will keep his com-
mandments and do that which is accept-
able in his sight. It is not in the economy 
of the Almighty to permit his people to be 
destroyed. If we will do right and keep his 
commandments he will surely deliver us  
from every difficulty.

May God bless and pour out His Holy 
Spirit upon us, is my prayer, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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