
into one, when there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd. And he commanded 
the people that they should write the 
things which he taught them; both those 
at Jerusalem and those upon this conti-
nent were commanded to write what they 
saw and heard. And he gave the Nephites 
to understand that when he should show 
himself to the other tribes of Israel, whom 
the Father had led away, that they also 
should write; and the time should come 
when the Jews would have the writings of 
the Nephites, and the Nephites would have 
the words and writings of the Jews; and 
both the Jews and Nephites would have the 
writings of the Ten Tribes, and the Ten 
lost Tribes would also have the writings 
of the Jews and Nephites; nay, more, that 
the time would come when all the people 
of God should be gathered together in one; 
and the things they write shall also be gath-
ered together in one; and there shall be one 
fold and one shepherd, and then shall we 
see the three measures of meal all leavened 
together. And let me say, there is no pow-
er in the United States, neither is there in 
Europe, nor in the whole world that can 
hinder the accomplishment of the purposes 
of the Almighty, which are outlined in the 
predictions of the Prophets.

The Book of Mormon contains the 
fullness of the everlasting Gospel—the 
record of the ancient Nephites, translated 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith, by the gift 
and power of God in him—that we may 
come to a knowledge of the principles of 
the Gospel in simplicity and in purity.  
It makes clear many dark sayings of the 
Jewish Scriptures, as they have come 
down to us. It sheds a flood of light over 
the Bible; it contains the key of knowl-
edge and understanding; and it is more

precious than all the works of modern 
times, and is worth more. And the youth 
of Israel should read and become familiar 
with it, and compare it with the Jewish 
Scriptures; there is more to be learned out 
of it, my young friends, that is calculated 
to prove of real worth and blessing to the 
soul, than can be acquired at all the univer-
sities, colleges and schools of science and 
of modern times. And in saying this, I say 
nothing prejudicial to science, nor any-
thing in the least degree to discourage the 
acquisition of science, but the more forci-
bly to impress upon the minds of the youth 
of Israel everywhere not to neglect those 
things which are the weightier matters—
the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Mormon 
and the revelations of God as contained 
in the Doctrine and Covenants; for the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom. And a knowledge of the only true 
and living God, and of his purposes con-
cerning us and our being upon the earth, 
the object of our creation, and that which 
is designed concerning us, both in time 
and in eternity, is of paramount impor-
tance, and of greater value than any-
thing that can be bestowed upon mortal 
man. The greatest of all the gifts of God 
is the gift of eternal life; and eternal life 
is only attainable by a true knowledge 
of God, through obedience to his laws 
and commandments. Therefore, study 
the Scriptures; acquaint yourselves with 
the Book of Mormon. Read them in  
your Sunday Schools; read them at 
your firesides; let them always be found 
upon your tables, and never permit your  
families to be without them; and if you 
are poor sell your coat and buy them; 
for you are far better without a coat than 
without the word of God to teach your 
children. Let our Bishops, and Elders and

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES300

JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd   300JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd   300 5/19/20   7:02 PM5/19/20   7:02 PM


