THE "TWIN RELICS," SLAVERY AND POLYGAMY, ETC.

Teachers attend to it; and enquire
whether you are surrounded by those
milk-and-water Saints who love fine
dress more than the love of God, and who
love to furnish their children with mu-
sical instruments and toys, and who ne-
glect to furnish them the words of life; if
you are, labor with them and teach them
in all sincerity the duties of a Latter-day
Saint, a Saint of the living God; and God
will bless you in your labors, and you will
have more joy in doing this than any-
thing else you could do.

I started to give briefly the views
which I entertain with regard to the
providences of God that are overrul-
ing all things. Owur Christian states-
men have mistaken the spirit of Mor-
monism; they have not understood it.
Our Christian persecutors, of the various
religious sects, would urge on our Amer-
ican statesmen to persecute this people,
but they know not what they are do-
ing. True, as someone said here yester-
day, they do know when they insert in
the oath which has been specially pre-
pared for our people, that extraordinary
clause, "in the marriage relation,” that
they mean to exclude from the polls hon-
orable men and women who are in every
respect justly entitled to take part in the
affairs of the government of this land;
but to do so they must deny their religion
and abandon their wives, or wives their
husbands, and they betake themselves
to the streets as common prostitutes,
and they mean to include at the polls,
whoremongers and adulterers. This is
well understood, and when this form of
oath was adopted by Governor Murray
and the Commissioners for special pur-
poses, they knew what they were doing.
And so did the Congress of the United
States know what they were doing
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in passing the Edmunds Bill, for when
an amendment was introduced making
that proposed law binding upon adulter-
ers, it was quickly disposed of; and one
gentleman who was sitting near Captain
Hooper at the time, remarked, that if
that were to carry, it would leave the
House of Representatives without a quo-
rum. Such an amendment, of course, did
not express the mind of our American
statesmen and that of hireling priests;
they needed adulterers, whoremongers,
and fornicators, to carry out the vote in
Utah over the Mormons. I thank God
that they have, as a matter of political
necessity, been compelled to hoist their
true colors and nail them to their mast,
so that all honorable men of their party
cannot mistake it. They ignore it; they
close their eyes to it; they do not want to
talk about it; they are self-condemned;
and the great party of boasted moral
progress is weighed in the balance and
found wanting. It is not morality they
seek; it is not public purity they wish to
maintain. The decision of the heavens is
already passed upon them, and they will
go down like a mighty millstone cast into
the depths of the sea. They cannot hold
the reigns of government of this Ameri-
can soil, only to work out their own de-
struction. God spoke by the mouth of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, in a sermon
delivered by the Prophet at Nauvoo a
short time before his death, on the pow-
ers and policy of this government of the
United States and the freedom and lib-
erty secured in the American Constitu-
tion, that it was broad and ample in its
provisions, extending human freedom to
every soul of man and protecting them
in every natural right; and he classed
among others the Jew, the Muham-
madan, and the oppressed of every



