"MORMONISM" AS TRUE NOW AS EVER, ETC.

to prove their integrity to their God, and
their integrity to their brethren, and to
the principles of the Gospel that we have
espoused. If a person is going to fly the
track the moment that difficulty arises,
which it is necessary to overcome, what
becomes of his integrity, and where is it?
It proves to God and to angels and to
all good men that he has not integrity,
does it not? It is to stand firm and stead-
fast through every trial, to overcome ev-
ery obstacle, that brings the prize, allow-
ing nothing to intervene between us and
the Lord, or between the Gospel that we
have espoused, or between us and the
Holy Priesthood who, under God, guides
the affairs of His church and kingdom
upon the earth; it is to stand up in de-
fense of the truth, and bear off the prin-
ciples of the Gospel in this wicked and
untoward generation. It requires some
test, and the Lord will have that kind
of people that He can rely on. He could
not bestow His kingdom in its power and
fullness, in its might and glory upon a
people whom He did not know had suffi-
cient integrity to hold sacred that which
had been entrusted to them for Him and
His cause.

I have often been asked the question,
"When will the kingdom be given into
the hands of the Saints of the most high
God;" and I have always answered it in
this way: just so soon as the Lord finds
that He has a people upon the earth who
will uphold and sustain that kingdom,
who shall be found capable of maintain-
ing its interests and of extending its in-
fluence upon the earth. When he finds
that he has such a people, a people who
will stand firm and faithful to him, a
people that will not turn it over into
the lap of the devil, then, and not until
then, will he give "the kingdom" into the
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hands of the Saints of the most high, in
its power and influence when it shall fill
the whole earth. The promise is, that
the kingdoms of this world shall become
the kingdoms of our God and His Christ;
and it shall be given to the Saints of
the most high, and it shall stand for-
ever. That is when we may expect it, and
we could not reasonably expect it any
sooner. Therefore, it depends, in a great
measure, upon the people themselves, as
to how soon the kingdom spoken of by
Daniel shall be given into the hands of
the Saints of God. When we shall prove
ourselves faithful in every emergency
that may arise, and capable to contend
and grapple with every difficulty that
threatens our peace and welfare, and to
overcome every obstacle that may tend to
impede the progress of the Church and
kingdom of God upon the earth, then our
heavenly Father will have confidence in
us, and then he will be able to trust us.
And it is the Lord's will that it should be
so. And if we, as a people, do not hold
ourselves on the altar ready to be used,
with our means and all that God has be-
stowed upon us, according to the Mas-
ter's bidding, for the upbuilding of his
kingdom upon the earth, he will pass on
and get somebody else; because he will
get a people that will do it. I do not
mean to say, that he will pass on and
leave this people; no, there will come up
from the midst of this people that people
which has been talked so much about—
for the kingdom will not be taken from
us and given to another people; it is too
late in the day, as it has already com-
menced to grow, and it is growing and
will continue to grow. This kingdom of
God has been of rapid growth, although
we may think sometimes that it is



