
"MORMONISM" AS TRUE NOW AS EVER, ETC. 307

heart, and the Lord heard his prayer.

He Himself, together with His Son, ap-

peared to him, and among other things

that he was told on that occasion was to

not join any of the sectarian churches,

that none of them were right, that they

were the systems of men and not the

system of God. And Joseph had the

temerity to tell it; and of course that

was enough to bring upon him the en-

mity of professing Christianity, and es-

pecially of the "gentlemen of the cloth"

whose craft was at once in danger; and

their animosity to this people has contin-

ued from that day to this increasing with

our growth; and we expect that it will

still continue to manifest itself against

us until the kingdom of God shall tri-

umph in the earth, and God, the righ-

teous Judge, and His people be recog-

nized, and their rights acknowledged.

We well understand the reason why this

people are a reproach to the world: they

are so high above them in morals and

in the principles of truth, and the world

know that we are their superiors in ev-

ery respect as far as the fundamental

principles of life and intelligence are con-

cerned. The devil knows it, and he

puts it into the hearts of the wicked and

those who are deceived by his cunning,

to hate us for that reason. Their ani-

mosity is not enkindled against us be-

cause of our iniquity, for they cannot put

their finger upon a single line of iniquity

chargeable to the Latter-day Saints, as

a people. Not but what there is many a

one who does wrong for which he needs

to repent and do his first works over

again, or be severed from the Church;

but as for the Church its enemies can-

not lay their finger upon the first in-

iquitous thing brought against it that

can be brought against it as true. The

fact is we are a reproach to them, and

they feel it; their anger is enkindled

against us on that account, and hence

they seek to destroy the holy Priesthood

from off the face of the earth. Who is

it that invents the lies that are circu-

lated about this people? They are begot-

ten by and become the weapons of the

clergy of the present day, and it certainly

is, as it was said it should be, men will

believe a lie but reject truth; and this

class of persons particularly is engaged

in trying to destroy the work of our God,

as manifested through His people, and

through the authority of the holy Priest-

hood that is now among men. Satan is

anxious to trample it under foot, as he

has done before; but that is something

which cannot be done, it is too late in the

day. It has taken root downward, and it

is bearing fruit upward. It is too strong

to be trampled out. Though they may

bring fifty millions to bear on us, what

does it signify? If they bring the whole

world, what difference? I have no fears

with regard to the success of the work of

God in these the last days, for its suc-

cess is already established as far as we

have gone, and there can be no doubt, in

my mind, neither can there be in yours,

that as the work of God is developed suc-

cess will attend our labors, even until the

Savior shall come in power and glory to

rule from the rivers to the ends of the

earth. I know this, and so do you, and so

does all Israel. The Lord knows it, and

the devil knows it; and that's what's the

matter with the clergy. This great and

marvelous work of the latter days will be

prolonged or hastened according to the

faith and good works of the people en-

gaged in it. If we pray, therefore, the

Lord to hasten His work; to hasten the


