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over many. You see it is upon the princi-

ple of faithfulness, and upon the princi-

ple of endurance. I have no fears in re-

gard to the Latter-day Saints, as a peo-

ple, passing these ordeals and remaining

faithful to the trust reposed in them; al-

though many will drop out by the way-

side and be lost, for a time at least, in

the gulf that will receive them. You

take those that do not live their religion,

those who swear a little, and who do a

great many naughty things, who never

think of uttering a prayer; and let the

enemy come against us in formidable ar-

ray, and even that class would be found

ready with their guns to protect the lives

and liberties of their friends, this peo-

ple; they would not flinch either. Yes,

these wild boys would be ready to walk

up to the cannon's mouth in defense of

the Latter-day Saints. I have seen it in

times past, and I have no doubt they,

if called upon and it were necessary,

would do it again. But does that ex-

cuse them for not living their religion?

No. They should quit their evil prac-

tices that they might be useful in build-

ing up the kingdom of God upon the

earth, and receive a greater reward, and

be saved in the world to come, and re-

ceive glory and exaltation which they

might otherwise not have. Because a

man may clip his own glory and exalta-

tion by taking an unwise course; in fact,

he would be sure to do it. Blessed is that

man who grows up without sin from

the purity of his youth, who lives and

dies a fit temple for the abode of the

Holy Spirit. A man may in an hour,

in an unguarded moment say and do

things that would affect him throughout

the never-ending ages of eternity. We

should, therefore, be the more careful of

our course and conduct in life, and hold

fast to that which is given unto us, and

progress and go on from perfection to

perfection, and try to become as godly

in our lives as it is possible for us to be

in this probation. Be pure then in your

sphere as God is pure in His. And purity

does not consist in going around with a

long-drawn face mourning over the sins

of the world, which is something that you

cannot particularly help; but with purity

of mien, with a joyful countenance going

forth performing your duties, and keep-

ing yourself pure and unspotted from the

world, from their wicked and abominable

practices. God will have a pure peo-

ple, for the Zion of God must be pure

in heart. There is plenty of material to

carry on this great and glorious work,

and God will find it through the instru-

mentality of His servants, and if we wish

to have part in it, we should be pure our-

selves, working the works of righteous-

ness, proving day by day our faithfulness

and our integrity to Him. And that we

may stand firm and faithful to the end, is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


