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depopulated, by disease, that its remain-
ing inhabitants were glad to sell out to him
their sickly place, which afterwards became
the delightful Nauvoo—for God blessed it
and made the place healthy as well as beau-
tiful. Soon a site was selected on which to
build a Temple, as says the Lord, “which
my people are always commanded to build
unto my name.” The cornerstones were
laid and the gathered saints were diligently
at work on the building.

How did they build it? Here for the
first time in this dispensation the principle
of tithing was practiced by the Saints in
the labor of building a Temple. Few, if
any, in those days, who came to Nauvoo,
had any surplus, and many had not a
comfortable subsistence, consequently
the tithing of the people on that Temple
was mostly in labor as I well recollect—
for I worked in the quarry every tenth
day when I was not absent on missionary
service. I remember very well that every
man who was dependent on his daily la-
bor went in good faith and performed the
work assigned him, and it was considered
and credited to him as his tithing. When
brethren who had property gathered
there they were tithed of their surplus
property, and then after that of their in-
crease of the residue from that time on.
So abundant was the spirit of consecra-
tion among the Saints in those days, they
voted rather than have the Temple fail
of completion by the appointed time,
they would appropriate their homes and
the lots on which they stood for its ac-
complishment. After paying such surplus
as the beginning of their tithing, “those
who have thus been tithed shall pay one-
tenth of all their interest annually; and
this shall be a standing law unto them
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forever, for my holy priesthood, saith the
Lord.” Again, “Verily I say unto you, it
shall come to pass that all those who gather
to the land of Zion shall be tithed of their
surplus property, and shall observe this law,
or they shall not be found worthy to abide
among you.” This is a command; it does
not say it may or may not be, but they shal/
not be worthy to abide among you. “And
I say unto you, if my people observe not
this law, to keep it holy, and by this law
sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my
statutes and my judgments may be kept
thereon, that it may be most holy, behold,
verily I say unto you, it shall not be a land
of Zion unto you.” This language is plain
and free from ambiguity. “And this shall be
an ensample unto all the stakes of Zion.”

I call your attention to this that we may
look at it and come to know what it really
means to pay tithing. For I do believe that
the majority of the brethren want to un-
derstand what is the mind of the Lord on
this subject, because our blessings all de-
pend upon our understanding what is his
mind and will and then carrying it out to
the best of our ability. Some who pay their
tithing think they ought not to be called
upon for any offerings to the Temple or
poor, and say, “If I have to make dona-
tions I cannot pay tithing;” and they act
accordingly.

I might go on to speak about a great va-
riety of views which are taken of this sub-
ject, but suppose we take a look at what
the Lord said and did about these things
anciently. First, a word concerning offer-
ings. People carry something to the poor
because they feel it to be a requirement;
but do they do it in the way that they may
receive the blessings of the Lord that per-
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