TITHES AND OFFERINGS, ETC.

tain to the giving of those offerings?
There is a great deal more belonging
to this than I shall attempt to explain
now. The first manifestation of God's fa-
vor and of his disfavor to man over the
matter of offerings was towards two of
the sons of Adam—Abel and Cain; Abel
brought the firstlings of his flock and of
the fat thereof, such an offering was ac-
ceptable to the Lord, and because of this
the favor and blessing of God was upon
him. Cain, his own brother, child of the
same parents, brought his offering to the
Lord, but his offering the Lord could not
accept, it was displeasing in his sight.
The Bible does not give us the particu-
lar reasons for the acceptance of Abel's
and the rejection of Cain's offering; but
the Talmud, an ancient Jewish record,
informs us that "while Abel selected the
finest and best-conditioned animals of
his flock, Cain offered fruit of an infe-
rior quality, the poorest which the earth
afforded. Therefore, Cain's offering was
unheeded, while the fire of acceptance
fell from heaven, consuming the gracious
gift which his brother had presented to
his Maker."

Cain's offering did not represent that
gratitude and acknowledgement which
was witnessed in his brother Abel's. And
while God could pour out his blessing
and spirit upon Abel, accepting of his of-
fering, He could not do so to Cain. We
may take this down to the times of Is-
rael in the land of Canaan. The Lord,
when he gave them the law of tithing,
gave also the particular item of offer-
ings. They had to bring peace offer-
ings and different kinds of offerings be-
fore the Lord, that by complying with
these the favor of God might rest upon
them. But to give a more striking and
significant instance, let me refer you
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to the case of Solomon, who, wanting a
certain peculiar blessing from the Lord,
offered a sacrifice unto the Lord of 3,000
bullocks, and said he, "O, Lord, if thou
wilt accept of my offering, I desire not
the riches nor the wealth, nor the honor
of the world, but I desire wisdom, that
I may be able to lead the people in the
right way of the Lord." What effect did
this offering produce? The Lord granted
the desire of his heart. Here was a
standard given. Solomon did not want
a blessing worth a certain amount, he
wanted one that should reach his peo-
ple through him; the blessing that he
might be enabled to rule over them in
wisdom. He sought such a blessing, and
not the blessing of earthly goods; and
God granted it to him, and he made the
wisest of men and the best ruler that
ever led that people; although his heart
was led astray, after idols, as the Lord
told him it would be if he took wives
from other nations which were idola-
trous. When we make offerings unto
God, they should be of the best and the
choicest that we have, and when this is
the case we can with more freedom and
faith ask our Father for some of the best
of His blessings. But if we give the poor-
est of our property as some do, will it be
acceptable to the Lord, and shall we ob-
tain the blessing we desire?

If you were going to make an of-
fering to the nobles of the earth, you
would never think of presenting any-
thing but the best and choicest of the
kind of gift you were going to make. I
do not want to speak lengthily upon this
matter of offerings, but to merely re-
mind you that when we make offerings
we should do so in sincerity, imparting
the best we have, as did Abel, and never
presenting anything that our better



