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nature would intimate to us would not be

acceptable to God or His servants, that

we may not share the lot of Cain.

Let us now return more particularly

to the subject of tithing. The Lord gave

to His people anciently the law of tithing.

It is recorded in the 14th chapter of Gen-

esis, that Abraham, when he went out

with 318 trained men, in the power of

God, slew certain wicked kings, thereby

winning the admiration of God's High

Priest Melchizedek, who we are told,

went out to meet him when he was re-

turning home, and blessed him. Abra-

ham turned over one-tenth of the spoils

that he had taken to this man of God; he

did not even take them home, so regard-

ful was he to conform to this law, which

he respected and honored, and the obser-

vance of which brought such great bless-

ings upon his own head and upon the

heads of his generations after him, who

also observed this law. Paul, hundreds of

years afterwards, quoted it as an exam-

ple for those of his day.

The Bible informs us that Jacob,

while serving for his wives, recognized

this law, and said to the Lord: "Of all

that thou shalt give me I will surely give

the tenth unto thee." The Lord blessed

him with the desires of his heart and

prospered him exceedingly. He paid his

tithing.

So also the Prophet Joseph and other

leading Elders of the Church in our

own day have covenanted with the Lord

and paid their tithing with most care-

ful consideration. When Israel was

being brought up from the land of

Egypt, and the Lord established his law

among them to make them his peo-

ple, he gave them the following com-

mandment in regard to tithing. Leviti-

cus 27, 30, 34: "All the tithe of the

land, or of the fruit of the tree is the

Lord's; it is holy unto the Lord. And if

a man will at all redeem aught of his

tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part

thereof. And concerning the tithe of the

herd, or of the flock, even of whatever

passeth under the rod, the tenth shall

be holy unto the Lord." "Whatsoever pas-

seth under the rod." Do you know what

that means? I will relate the history

as it has come down to us. When they

came to pay their tithing the Lord told

them it should not be the poorest, nei-

ther would he ask the best; therefore

they put their flock or herd in a pen

having an outlet just large enough for

one to pass out at a time, and as the

animals passed in single-file, the owner

stood by with a rod in his hand that had

been dipped in some sort of coloring ma-

terial, counting them as they came out,

and touching every tenth animal with

his colored rod. He would not go in

among them and pick them lest his judg-

ment might not be right, but the flock

passed out according to their own incli-

nation, and as they passed, the owner

stood with the coloring rod and marked

on the back of every tenth animal, and

after all had passed out to an adjoining

fold, those that were marked were then

picked out from the flock. "He shall not

search whether it be good or bad, nei-

ther shall he change it; and if he change

it at all, then both it and the change

thereof shall be holy; it shall not be re-

deemed." They were to take it as it came,

not to pick the good nor the bad; this was

the requirement, that they should give

to the Lord tithes of all: Leviticus, 27,

30 and 33. There is another feature in

this which is worthy of notice, while all

Israel paid these offerings and tithes of


