TITHES AND OFFERINGS, ETC.

their seed and grain, flocks and herds, to
the ones appointed to receive it—to the
Levites; that tribe of Israel was forbid-
den to have any other property, but they
had to live on the tithing thus presented.
Still they were required to pay a tithe of
what they received the same as the rest
of the people. The Scriptures say about
this in the 18th chapter of Numbers:
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Thus speak unto the Levites, and say
unto them, When ye take of the children
of Israel the tithes which I have given
you from them for your inheritance, then
ye shall offer up an heave offering of it
for the Lord, even a tenth part of the
tithe. And this your heave offering shall
be reckoned unto you, as though it were
the corn of the threshing floor, and as the
fullness of the winepress." Thus we see
that the Levites had to pay tithing of all
they received.

Again, the Lord called upon Israel to
hold at certain seasons what they called
feasts. He told them that they should
bring their supplies, provisions, etc., at
the times of these feasts, and that on
the first day they should not do any
manner of work, but should come to-
gether on the day of the feast of Pen-
tecost and the passover, and should re-
member how the Lord passed by them
in the land of Egypt; and the first day
and the last day of the feast they were
required to keep without working. And
the people were commanded to eat before
the Lord with clean hearts and with re-
joicings, and were particularly requested
to invite the Levite who was without
part or inheritance among them. The
Lord pointed out things definitely for
His people, and as long as they obeyed
strictly the requirements made of them
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they flourished and prospered in the
land. And it was wonderful how that lit-
tle land of Canaan was made to support
the millions of Israel, with all their flocks
and herds. It was truly a land flowing
with milk and honey. And it was because
of the blessing of God that was upon it.

The Lord our God wants us to sanc-
tify this land unto him by paying our
tithing and offerings, that He may bless
it unto us and make it a blessed land
upon the face of the earth, not only to us
but to our generations after us. He has
gone so far as to say that kings should
not rule over it, and that if the people
who live upon it should become wicked,
when the cup of their iniquity became
full they should be cut off. These are
great promises made unto us if we carry
out the requirements of the Gospel. And
yet, how little do we know of the great
blessings that follow obedience to the
law of tithing? Some seem to forget that
if they do not pay tithing, they are not
even entitled to a recommend from their
Bishop to partake of the general bless-
ings of the Lord's house. They do not
seem to realize this. The day is coming
when you will want to go into the Temple
of the Lord which is now being erected
in your city, and receive your ordinances
there, the records will be searched to see
if you have paid your tithing. And then
you will have occasion for sorrow and re-
gret if you have not been faithful to this
requirement in times of prosperity, and
while you could have paid as well as not.

There are some features of this
subject which seem like a crown-
ing climax of the text. After the
Lord revealed to Israel the law of
tithing, and after telling them how



