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to keep the feast of the Passover etc.,

he tells them another peculiar thing,

to which I wish to call your attention,

as it is connected with the subject—in

Deuteronomy, xxvi, 12, 13.

"When thou hast made an end of

tithing all the tithes of thine increase the

third year, which is the year of tithing,

and hast given it unto the Levite, the

stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,

that they may eat within thy gates, and

be filled;

"Then thou shalt say before the Lord

thy God, I have brought away the hal-

lowed things out of mine house, and also

have given them unto the Levite, and

unto the stranger, and to the fatherless,

and to the widow, according to all thy

commandments which thou hast com-

manded me: I have not transgressed thy

commandments, neither have I forgot-

ten them: I have not eaten thereof in

my mourning, neither have I taken away

ought thereof for any unclean use, nor

given ought thereof for the dead: but I

have hearkened to the voice of the Lord

my God, and have done according to all

that thou hast commanded me."

Here is a curious saying: When thou

hast made an end of this tithing, and

eaten within thy gates, then thou shalt

say before the Lord: "I have brought

away the hallowed things out of mine

house, and also have I given them unto

the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the

fatherless, and to the widow, according to

all thy commandments which thou hast

commanded me: I have not transgressed

thy commandments, neither have I for-

gotten them." Now, supposing there was

an ordinance of that kind instituted

among us that at the close of each an-

nual settlement, it was required of each

man to say, I have paid my tithing, the

tenth of all the Lord has given unto me;

I have delivered it to my Bishop or to

the storehouse of the Lord, as the Lord

has required. And then to say, I have

done all things according to the com-

mandments of the Lord my God, and

have not failed in any of these things.

How many of us could lift up our hands

and say that we have done all that God

has required? There was the point—

God brought it home to the people, and

when a man could say this his neigh-

bors knew he was living the law of God.

This was something that created confi-

dence and fellowship between man and

man. When they could thus testify that

they had done all that was required of

them, they could also, with good grace

and faith, ask the blessings of God upon

them and their land as written in the

15th verse of the chapter just quoted:

"Look down from thy holy habitation,

from heaven, and bless thy people Israel,

and the land which thou hast given us,

as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land

that floweth with milk and honey." As

the Lord has in like manner said unto us.

"And I say unto you, if my people ob-

serve not this law, to keep it holy, and

by this law sanctify the land of Zion unto

me, that my statutes and my judgments

may be kept thereon, that it may be most

holy, behold, verily I say unto you, it

shall not be a land of Zion unto you."

There is one other thing in connec-

tion with this wherein the Lord gave to

the people a requirement which it would

seem was intended to reach home to

their hearts and to prevent greed and

covetousness. Every seventh year was

a year of jubilee or release when the

poor, the unfortunate, the bondmen and


