
ciples to pray that the will of God might be 
done upon the earth as it is done in heav-
en. At the present time it is not done in all 
the earth, but it may be done among us if 
we will subject ourselves to the law of God, 
the word of God, the will of God, and the 
principles of eternal truth, and follow the 
teachings of the Spirit of God; for as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God are the sons 
of God, and if sons then are they heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
Now, it is the rule of God which is desired 
to be introduced upon the earth, and this 
is the reason why the Father and the Son 
appeared to Joseph Smith, why John the 
Baptist conferred the Aaronic Priesthood, 
why Peter, James and John conferred the 
Melchizedek Priesthood, why Moses came 
to bestow the dispensation of the gather-
ing, and why other manifestations have 
been given unto us as a people, His elect, 
whom He has chosen from among the 
nations. This is an honorable position for 
us to occupy. We are called to fill various 
duties that God requires at our hands. 
And our position is not a nominal thing; 
it is a reality. It is true that God appeared 
to Joseph Smith, and that His Son Jesus 
did; it is true that John the Baptist ap-
peared; it is true that Peter, James and 
John appeared; and conferred upon him 
the Holy Priesthood; it is true that Moses 
and Elias appeared unto him and that 
these all conferred upon him the keys of 
their various dispensations; it is true that 
this Priesthood has been conferred upon us; 
it is true that the Gospel has been preached 
by the Elders of Israel to the nations, so  
far as they have yet gone; it is true that 
those who have obeyed this Gospel have  
received the Holy Ghost and have been

placed in communication with God our 
Heavenly Father. These things are all true. 
It is also true that Elijah has appeared that 
the hearts of the fathers might be turned 
to their children and the hearts of the chil-
dren to their fathers—that is Adam, Seth, 
Methuselah, Noah, Abraham, and the men 
of God in different ages—that a general 
interest might be manifested towards the 
works of God and the people of God as 
they have existed upon the earth, that we 
may stand as saviors upon Mount Zion, 
and build up temples to the Lord, and then 
go and administer in those temples for the 
living and for the dead, that there may be, 
as the Prophet Joseph has said, a weld-
ing link that will cement and bind other 
peoples with us and we with them, and 
that there may be a bond of union, also, 
between the people on earth and those in 
heaven, that we may operate together, they 
in the heavens and we on the earth, for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of God 
pertaining to the peoples that have lived, 
that now live and that will live.

These are some of the objects of our 
existence, and this is the reason we are 
gathered together in these valleys of the 
mountains. It is a curious thing when you 
reflect that when you were baptized into 
this Church nobody could keep you from 
gathering here. To do so, many wives 
have had to leave their husbands, many 
husbands have had to leave their wives, 
children have had to leave their parents, 
and parents have had to leave their chil-
dren. But we are gathered together that 
we might learn the laws of life and the  
word of God, and that we might compre-
hend the duties and responsibilities that 
devolve upon us—that we might learn
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