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how to save ourselves and how to save our
wives and children, our fathers and moth-
ers, our uncles and aunts, our grandfathers
and great grandfathers, who did not have
the privilege which we enjoy. This is the
position we occupy, that is, if we are living
our religion, keeping the commandments
of God and obeying those eternal princi-
ples which He has revealed to us. There are
no people living upon the face of the earth
today, who enjoy the privileges that this
people enjoy, nor that have the light, the
truth, or the intelligence which we have.
The world does not understand us, nor
the principles we have received, and con-
sequently we are persecuted, opposed, and
abused on all hands. It makes no differ-
ence, however. We are here to do the will
of God, to build up the kingdom of God,
and to establish the Zion of God. And we
have been, many of us, to the ends of the
earth, I was going to say, but we have not
been quite to the ends, in fact I do not
know where the ends are; but we have
been up and down the earth a great deal,
and then there are a great many places we
have not yet visited. It is true the world has
not treated us very well, and I sometimes
think that we entertain too much of the
same spirit that the world exhibits towards
us. We are inclined to return evil for evil.
We ought not to do that. We should re-
turn good for evil. “Bless them that curse
you, and pray for them that despitefully
use you,” said the Savior. We have had the
Gospel committed to us. For what? That
we might be the messengers of life and sal-
vation to others, not of death, damnation
and destruction, but the messengers of life
and salvation. How was it with Jesus when
he was upon the earth? “God sent not his
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Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might
be saved.” He came to be a Savior to the
world. He has not set us apart to condemn
the world but to preach the Gospel of life
and salvation to the world. It is not for us
to feel in our hearts a principle of destruc-
tion, but a principle of salvation, and to
seek to benefit, to bless, and to exalt the
human family, as many as will come under
the influence of the Son of God, and that
those that won’t, why we will leave them
in the hands of God; it is for Him in His
own way and in His own time, to do with
them as He may see fit. It is for us to carry
out His designs; it is for the Twelve, the
Seventies and others to preach the Gospel
to the world and gather out the honest in
heart; it is for us to give the inhabitants of
the earth fair warning, that they may com-
prehend the true state of things and have
the principles of life presented to them.
“But,” says one, “they act very mean to-
wards us.” Well, so they do. But, then they
don’t know any better. Don’t know any
better? No, they don’t. They don’t com-
prehend things as we comprehend them.
We profess to be acquainted with the Spirit
of God, as I before said, and with the light
of revelation, they don’t. And furthermore,
“The things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God.” Well, but don’t God
say He will come out in judgment against
the wicked? Yes; but that is His business
and not ours, unless He calls on us to
help Him, and we must continue to bless
them that curse us, and pray for them
that despitefully use us. It is our business
to preach the Gospel, and gather together
God’s elect from the four quarters of the
earth. It is for us to act right—that is the
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