MAN’S NATURAL SPIRIT, ETC.

First Presidency, myself and Counselors.
We are poor, frail, weak creatures, just as
you are, and you are just as much as we
are; there is nothing to boast about in any
of us. Any blessings we have received are
the free gifts of God to us. And He expects
us to magnify our Priesthood and calling
and to honor Him. What else shall we do?
We will preach the Gospel; we will try and
gather the people when we have preached;
we will build Temples as we are doing, and
we will administer in them when they are
finished, in accordance with the pattern
God has shown us, and we could not do so
unless He had shown us. Those men that
prate so much about our affairs and igno-
rance, we might build Temples for them,
but would they know how to administer in
them? No; they would not; and there is not
a man living in the world outside of this
Church who could perform the first cer-
emony in a Temple of the Lord of Hosts,
and we would not ourselves have been in
possession of that knowledge had God not
revealed it to us. But having this knowl-
edge we can enter into these Temples and
administer for the living and for the dead.
But we must humble ourselves before the
Lord, we must put ourselves right, we
must teach our families the principles of
life, we must do right by our neighbors
and by everybody, we must magnify the
Lord and observe His law, purge ourselves
from everything that is wrong, and say,
“O God, try me and prove me. Give unto
me Thy Holy Spirit that shall light up the
candle of intelligence in my soul, that I
may be enabled to see myself as Thou seest
me, and if there is anything wrong in me
show it unto me and give me power to put
it away, that | may have the truth and be
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full of the Holy Ghost, the light of rev-
elation, and the power of God.” We want
to put ourselves and our families in order.
And then let us learn to acknowledge the
hand of God in all things and obey His
law and keep His commandments in
everything; not in one thing only, but
in everything, that the Spirit and bless-
ing of God and the power of God may be
with us, that we may be the sons of God
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation; that we may
be full of joy, peace and thanksgiving to
God our Heavenly Father, that we may
be true to our devotions at the family al-
tar, and every morning and every evening
bow before the Lord with our family and
all that pertains to us. And then let the
quorums seek the spirit and power of the
Priesthood that belongs to them, whether
High Councilors, Presidents of Stakes,
High Priests, Bishops, or whatever they
may be, that all may magnify their call-
ing and be full of the Holy Ghost and
the power of God, laying aside our fol-
lies, our covetousness and our evils, and
wherein we have done any wrong make
restitution for that wrong. Now, this is
the word of the Lord to you if you can
receive it. Let us try and obey the word
and will of God, and keep His command-
ments, and then call upon the Lord and
He will hear our prayers. His eyes are
over His people, and His ears are open
to their cries. God will stand by His
Israel and he will deliver His people if
they will only serve Him. No man, no
power, no nation can harm you if you are
followers of that which is good, for God
will sustain His people. Zion is onward,
onward and onward. The kingdom of God
will be established. No power upon the
earth can stay the hand of the Almighty.
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