MEN POWERLESS EXCEPT AS GOD PERMITS, ETC.

nice to do as the Methodists sing about
sometimes—sit and sing themselves away
to everlasting bliss. And where is that?
Somewhere they say beyond the bounds of
time and space. I have never come across
a person that was able to locate that place;
and it is one of those things I never could
comprehend. But they did not all do this
in former times. When no other power
operated against them Satan himself un-
dertook to interfere; and I sometimes
think that he has done that very thing
in our day. Job, for instance, was a curi-
ous sort of a character. It is said that on
a certain occasion the sons of God met
together, and that Satan also presented
himself before them—rather a strange
personage to meet with the sons of God.
I think sometimes that we have exhibi-
tions of that here. And on that occasion,
as usual, he was full of accusations; you
know he always has represented the saints
of God as the meanest set of people that
ever lived, and he is up to his old tricks
today; but then, we are told that he was
a liar from the beginning. When he went
before the Lord—I suppose he had been
complaining to Him of the people down
below, for he is called the accuser of the
brethren—said the Lord to him: Lucifer,
hast thou considered my servant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that feareth God
and escheweth evil? And Satan answered
the Lord: Doth Job fear God for naught?
Hast not thou put a hedge about him, and
increased his substance, and blessed the
work of his hands—as much as to say:
“I, too, would serve the Lord, if he would
treat me as well as Job has been treated;
but let me have a rap at him and I will
show you then what he will do.” And the
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Lord gave him permission to afflict Job,
but charged him that he was not to take
his life; and the devil did afflict him, as
you all know. But in all that he did he
found that Job was true to his God, and
that the confidence he reposed in him was
not misplaced. Not discouraged, however,
the devil appeared again before the sons
of God, and the Lord took occasion to
remind him that Job “holdeth fast his in-
tegrity, although thou movest me against
him, to destroy him without cause.” And
Satan answered the Lord, and said, “Skin
for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he
give for his life. But put forth thine hand
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and
he will curse thee to thy face.” The Lord
then permitted the devil to afflict his body,
which he did; and on the back of that he
got Job’s friends to come and visit him,
and comfort him—you have heard of
“Job’s comforters”—and they did “com-
fort” him? They would have him believe
that all his misfortunes and sufferings were
because of his wickedness, and the judg-
ments of God were overtaking him, and
then to crown the climax his wife comes
along and says, Job, I would not stand it
any longer; I would curse God and die
like a man. But, says Job, thou speak-
est like one of the foolish women. What,
shall we receive good at the hands of the
Lord, and not evil. And notwithstanding
all that was brought upon him, he said,
Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him, for I know that my Redeemer liveth;
and that He will stand in the latter day
upon the earth, and that although worms
may wallow in my flesh, and revel in my
brain, yet, in my flesh shall I see God,
these eyes shall behold him, and I shall

see him for myself and not for another.
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