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Job had faith in his God, and he delivered
him; and in his latter days he gave him
more children and more property than he
had ever possessed before.

Again, we read of certain people, de-
scribed in the visions of John, who were
clothed in white raiment, singing a song
that no man knew or could sing excepting
those that were acquainted with the prin-
ciples that they were. And who were they?
They were those that had come up through
much tribulation, who had washed their
robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb. And are we not told that we
must be made perfect through suffering?
Are we not told, that “it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto glory,
to make the captain of their salvation per-
fect through suffering?” I think that is the
doctrine that we have read in our Bible;
and that is the doctrine that I have always
believed in. There are many of our good
Latter-day Saints who are grasping and
covetous and who take advantage of one
another, and who frequently act dishon-
orably and who say things that are im-
proper and wrong, and that are contrary
to the principles of justice and equity; and
sometimes it is necessary that men should
be shook up a little. God in His wisdom
has handled us from time to time. I can
see men around me tonight whom I have
seen and known for forty years—do you
remember, brethren, when we had to leave
the State of Missouri, “all hands and the
cook?” And did we cry about it? I think
not. I felt as happy then as I do now, and
I feel quite comfortable tonight. I feel that
all is well in Zion. As long as people have
within them the principles of eternal life;
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as long as they have within them the hope
that blooms with immortality and eternal
life, what do they care about what is hap-
pening or going to happen; what do they
care what this nation can do or is going to
do. They can only do what God permits
them.

We have learned many things through
suffering, we call it suffering; I call it a
school of experience, I never did bother
my head much about these things; I do
not today. What are these things for? Why
is it that good men should be tried? Why
is it, in fact, that we should have a devil?
Why did not the Lord kill him long ago?
Because he could not do without him.
He needed the devil and a great many
of those who do his bidding just to keep
men straight, that we may learn to place
our dependence upon God, and trust in
Him, and to observe his laws and keep
his commandments. When he destroyed
the inhabitants of the antediluvian world,
he suffered a descendant of Cain to come
through the flood in order that he might
be properly represented upon the earth.
And Satan keeps busy all the time, and he
will until he is bound; and I expect they
will then have good times until he is loose
again. The time will be when he will be
cast into the bottomless pit, and he will
not be able to deceive the nations any more
until the thousand years have expired. I
have never looked at these things in any
other light than trials for the purpose of
purifying the Saints of God, that they may
be, as the Scriptures say, as gold that has
been seven times purified by the fire.

The Lord has gathered us from the nations
of the earth and has given to us His Holy
Spirit. He has organized His Church, and He
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