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The speaker commenced by reading

the 19th, 20th and 21st verses of the

17th chapter of the Gospel according to

St. John, and then said:

It is a question in my mind when

reflecting upon the subject herein con-

tained whether we take into proper con-

sideration the great purposes that God

has in view with regard to the human

family, and the manner in which he pro-

ceeds to accomplish them. When the

Lord calls an individual or a class of in-

dividuals out from the world, it is not al-

ways with an object to benefit that par-

ticular individual or individuals. The

Lord has not in view merely the salva-

tion of a few people called Latter-day

Saints, who have been or who may be

gathered into these valleys, but the sal-

vation of all men, the living and the

dead. When the Lord called Abraham

he made him certain promises concern-

ing the glory that should come upon him

and his posterity, and in these promises

we find this remarkable saying: that in

him and in his seed all the nations of the

earth should be blessed. Paul in offering

an explanation to this, says, in speak-

ing of seed, it did not have reference

"to seeds as of many, but one which was

Christ Jesus;" that is, in Abraham and

in Christ Jesus, his seed, all the families

of the earth should be blessed; showing

that in calling Abraham and in making

this promise, the design of the Lord was

to bless not only him and his posterity,

but all the families of the earth.

In the dealings of God with man,

we find that he often called upon the

heathen nations with a view to the ac-

complishment of certain purposes. The

Ninevites, for instance, received a com-

munication from the Lord through the

Prophet Jonah, telling them that in forty

days their city should be destroyed. This

people was worthy to receive warning

by a revelation from God, as they man-

ifested afterward in their repentance.

And Jonah fled from the presence of the

Lord, for he knew that the Almighty

had respect for not only one nation and

people, but for all nations and peoples

that feared Him, and lived according

to the light which they possessed; and

he believed that the Lord would for-

give that people; and therefore that he,

as a Prophet, would fail in his pre-

diction, and would suffer in his char-


