THE LORD INTERESTED IN THE SALVATION, ETC.

acter as a Prophet. However, we find
that Jonah turned up at last in Nineveh,
a wiser, if not a better man. And he went
to work in earnest, performing the mis-
sion to which he had been called, and de-
livered the message to the people. The
king heard of it, and he had that faith in
and that knowledge of the character of
the Almighty that he believed and hum-
bled himself, and used his influence with
his nobles and people that they should do
likewise, that the wrath of God might be
turned and he had his people preserved.
So he came down off his throne and
called upon his nobles to put on sack-
cloth, and commanded that the beasts
of the field should be covered with sack-
cloth, and the people repented and hum-
bled themselves before God in the hope
that he would turn away his wrath from
them. And they so fully complied with
the requirements that his judgment was
reversed, and the great city preserved.

And when the Lord called upon the
Prophet Jeremiah, he told him that his
purposes were not confined to the peo-
ple of Israel, but that he was interested
in the welfare and salvation of all na-
tions. On a certain occasion he was com-
manded to make yokes and to place them
upon his neck; and when the messengers
from the various nations should come to
visit Israel, he was to send those yokes to
their masters, their kings, and tell them
what his mind and will were concerning
them. The yokes were sent to six differ-
ent nations, with a message requiring of
those several kings certain duties. Those
nations did not profess to believe in God,;
they worshipped idols, but God had re-
spect to them notwithstanding. And it
would not be a matter of astonishment to
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know that those people stood upon a
far higher plane of morality and faith
in God than the people of our boasted
nineteenth century. Now, the Lord told
them that it was his intention to make a
certain person king over all the nations
including theirs, and he required them
to submit to this change in their gov-
ernmental affairs, as he had appointed
Nebuchadnezzar to hold dominion over
all nations and peoples, and over the
beasts of the field. "All these things are
mine (says the Lord) and have I not the
right to do with them as I please? Now
you nations, if you do not wish to be
uprooted, listen to the voice of my ser-
vant Jeremiah, and bow your necks to
the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar." Even His
own people Israel whom He had called
and proposed to lift up in the eyes of
the nations, Jeremiah was commanded
to tell them to submit to Nebuchadnez-
zar, and thus permit themselves to go
into captivity; which if they did not they
should be overthrown, and Jerusalem
destroyed. But they would not listen.
They worshipped false gods, and they
obeyed not the voice of the Almighty;
but were guilty of all kinds of abom-
inations, and were so full of wicked-
ness that the anger of the Lord was
kindled against them; and he permit-
ted him, whom he called his servant,
Nebuchadnezzar, to destroy their Tem-
ple, break down their altars, and scat-
ter them throughout his kingdom. On a
certain occasion the Lord inspired King
Nebuchadnezzar to issue an edict in
which His people Israel were much in-
terested, as they were in captivity. Neb-
uchadnezzar had discovered the true and
living God, and he felt to honor Him,;
and in order to fully satisfy his feelings
in this respect he passed an edict to the



