REVEALED RELIGION, ETC.

God manifested to them; and they are
written in the Bible and the Book of
Mormon, and in records that have been
lost, but which will be brought forth in
this great and last dispensation of God's
mercy to man. So we may take up the
book called the Bible, and read a great
many principles which have been made
manifest to us in our day; but we do
not take them from the Bible or any of
these records. We receive them because
God has revealed them to us; and when
we open the Bible or any of the books
written by inspiration, and find written
therein many things which correspond to
that which He has revealed to us, they
serve to corroborate the living word of
God, which has come down to us out of
heaven.

The different sects in Christendom
profess to take the Bible, the Old and
New Testament, as their guide to sal-
vation; and they say, whatsoever is
not found therein and cannot be proved
thereby is not to be received as an article
of faith. That, in general terms, is one
of the principles which runs through the
various "Christian" sects. They found
their faith, or profess to, upon the Bible.
While we do not take that position, while
our faith is not founded upon the Bible
or on any written book, when we com-
pare the Bible with what we do be-
lieve what God has revealed to us, we
find it corresponds; we find that God
is the same yesterday, today and for-
ever. This Book says that, and that his
works are one eternal round. Truth is
not new; it may be revealed anew, and
it may be new to the people to whom
it is revealed. But there is only one
plan of salvation, one true and ever-
lasting Gospel. That Gospel God re-
vealed in the beginning; that Gospel God
has revealed at different times; and in
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these latter days he has revealed the
same old Gospel again in great plain-
ness, and prepared the way so that all
people who desire the truth may come to
the knowledge of it, without being left
to depend upon books that were writ-
ten hundreds of years ago, He having
poured out upon man again the same
spirit to guide and direct them and to
enable them to understand God and
His purposes, that men had who wrote
the things contained in the Bible or in
any other inspired book left on record.
And herein is another great difference
between the religion of the Latter-day
Saints and all other religions in the
world. We have a living faith, a liv-
ing God, and the living word of God to
guide and direct us every day of our lives.
When we read the letter of the word of
the Lord, given ages ago, and that has
been handed down from generation to
generation, we have the satisfaction of
knowing that the things which God has
revealed to us were revealed to the an-
cients, and that by receiving these things
they came to know God, whom to know is
life eternal; and we are thereby encour-
aged to imitate their examples, and also
to avoid the errors which they fell into.

Now although we do not base our
faith upon the Bible or any other writ-
ten work, yet at the same time there
are no people upon the face of the
earth who believe so much in the sa-
cred scriptures left on record and handed
down to us, as do the Latter-day Saints.
Though we are not dependent upon
books for our religion—for our religion
would exist if there were no books in
existence, at the same time we mani-
fest by our works that we have more
faith in the Bible than the people who
profess to base their faith upon it.



