
not be led astray; that no impostor might 
have any power over me; but that I might 
be guided in the steps I was about to take, 
by the light of God. I prayed earnestly 
and fervently to my Heavenly Father in 
the name of Jesus, time and time again. 
Being fully convinced in my heart that 
this work was true, I applied for baptism; 
and when I was baptized I received the as-
surance that my sins were remitted, that I 
was washed and made spiritually clean and 
that I came from the water spotless. I could 
say with the ancient Apostle, “Old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.” I was a new creature; I was 
born again. A change had been wrought 
upon me; and my desires were to serve 
God with all my heart, with all my soul, 
and with all my strength. And when hands 
were laid upon me by the servants of God, 
and I received the gift of the Holy Ghost, I 
felt no physical manifestation. I must say, 
I felt a little disappointed at first, for I had 
expected some such manifestation, but I 
did not receive any at that time. What did 
I experience? I found that my mind was 
opened, that I had greater light; that some-
thing had come upon me by which I could 
see clearly the things of God; and when I 
read the scriptures new light dawned upon 
them. I was brought up to believe in the 
Bible. I had read it when a child, and com-
mitted a great deal of it to memory; and 
when I received this gift from the Almighty 
through the laying on of hands, it brought 
those things that were past to my remem-
brance; they stood up clearly and in bold 
relief before me, and I could compre- 
hend something concerning God. I 
could feel that I was in communion with  
Him. When I prayed I could realize that

my words were heard, that God  hearkened 
and answered. When I prayed for knowl-
edge and understanding concerning the 
things of God, they were manifested to 
me. It brought to me that which is called 
in the Scriptures, “the peace of God, that 
passeth all understanding.” The joy, the 
peace, the satisfaction that it brought to 
me could not be described in words. I 
knew that my Redeemer lived; I knew that 
I was born again; I knew the Holy Spirit 
was working in my heart. Truths were 
manifested to me that I had never heard 
of or read of, but which I afterwards heard 
preached by the servants of the Lord; all 
this was testimony to me that I had re-
ceived the truth. I make mention of this 
because I know this to be the experience 
of others. When I saw the gifts and bless-
ings of the Gospel manifested, it was a re-
newed testimony to me. When I saw the 
sick healed, heard people speak in tongues, 
and then heard others give the interpre-
tation, and afterwards saw the same ful-
filled, many times in a wonderful and 
marvelous manner, all these things were 
additional testimonies of the divinity of 
this work. When I was only a boy I was 
called to leave my home and friends—
none of whom had received the Gospel—
to go out into the world among strangers, 
turning my back upon home, and leaving 
everything to go and preach the Gospel 
without purse or scrip, I received further 
evidence of the truth of this work, for a 
great many things were made manifest 
to me during my missionary experience. 
When I baptized people and laid my hands 
upon them, confirming them members 
of this Church, they bore testimony that  
the Holy Ghost came upon them, which 
bore record to them that God lived, and
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