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that this was His work. And when I

laid my hands upon the sick they were

healed. All these things were additional

testimonies to me, and to those who re-

ceived the word through me.

I refer to this also because this is

the experience of so many of the Elders

of this Church; and you have the testi-

mony in your hearts that what I say is

true. Wherever the servants of God have

gone bearing this message, and the peo-

ple have received it and obeyed the re-

quirements of the Gospel, they have re-

ceived the Holy Ghost as a gift from on

high; and if they have been led by its

light it has increased in them day by day,

and they are still going on, their light

growing brighter and brighter unto the

perfect day. They know that God lives;

they know that His existence is not a

myth; they know that He is a verita-

ble Being, that He is their Father and

their God, ever ready to hear the cry of

His children when they are willing to

hearken to His counsels; and they know

that they are framed and fashioned after

His likeness, and that all the functions

and attributes of Deity are duplicated in

them, that through years of faithfulness

and progress in the scale of being and en-

lightenment, they may develop into the

full majesty of His perfections and be-

come like Him.

The Holy Ghost, this greater endow-

ment of that spirit which naturally en-

lighteneth every man that comes into

the world, is conferred upon us through

a simple process, the way that God

has ordained; and it can come in no

other way. If there should be any in

this congregation this afternoon who de-

sire to know God, or if they desire to

know themselves, they must take this

one course—they can do as they please

about it, either to receive or reject it, but

if they want the blessing of it, they must

seek for it in His way. They cannot get

it through man-made systems; God has

His own way. He acknowledges not, nei-

ther does he recognize the ways of men;

but if people will hearken to Him and

walk in his ways he will be nigh unto

them, and will bear testimony to them

in language that they, by the power and

gift of His spirit can understand. But

theymust believe; theymust also repent;

and that repentance that is necessary

does not consist in weeping and mourn-

ing over sin, but in turning away from it.

No man can make God his friend by con-

tinuing in sin, neither can any woman.

In order to come near unto God and to

be taught of Him, they must be hum-

ble and childlike, they must be willing

to receive instruction, being determined

in their hearts to turn away from wrong-

doing of every kind, and to cleave unto

that which is right. This is a lesson for

Latter-day Saints as well as latter-day

sinners. If we want to learn more of

the things and ways of God, if we want

to draw near to Him, we must be hum-

ble and childlike, tractable in our nature,

making ourselves acquainted with that

which God has revealed, and walking in

the way which he has pointed out. If

the inhabitants of the earth will walk ac-

cording to the light that God has given

to them, whether by the spirit that came

to them naturally in their birth, or by

that higher endowment called the gift

of the Holy Ghost, they will receive a

still greater degree of power and light,

and their pathway will become brighter

and brighter even to the perfect day. If

there be any darkness in them, it is be-

cause they walk in the ways of darkness,


