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Church, and that all things may be gov-
erned according to the will of God. And
we know that when we hearken to the
voice of those men we are blessed of God,
and when they speak to us under the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit
in our hearts bears witness to us that what
they say is true. Some one may inquire, if
all the people have the Holy Ghost, if all
the people are brought to the condition
that they may learn of God for themselves
and be gradually led into the presence of
the Father, what need of Apostles, what
need of Prophets, etc.? There is great need
of them. They are absolutely necessary to
the government of the Church and king-
dom of God. Without them there could
be no proper church government, and, in-
deed, without them we could not receive
the blessings that come from the ordinan-
ces. God’s plan is to call certain men and
endow them with authority, and place
upon them the authority to act for Him.
This is called the Holy Priesthood, and in
that right and authority they preach and
administer the ordinances of His Church.
It is through the authority of this Holy
Priesthood that people are inducted into
the Church—through that channel they
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, with-
out which it could not be conferred. The
Holy Spirit is poured out universally, as I
have before remarked, so that all people re-
ceive it; but the gift of the Holy Ghost is
a higher endowment by which man may
be brought into communion with the Lord
after having received the ordinances, which
must be administered by men holding the
Holy Priesthood, and authorized to offici-
ate therein. That is God’s way. When
people receive this divine blessing they
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become members of His Church, an orga-
nization ordained for the benefit and bless-
ing of God’s people; an organization which
in all respects is after the ancient pattern.
In becoming members of the Church we
subscribe to the rules thereof. No undue
influence is used to induce people to join
our Church, or to retain their membership
after they have joined it; if they do not wish
to subscribe to the rules of the Church,
they are at liberty to sever their connection
with it; but if they do retain their stand-
ing in it, they are expected to subscribe to
its rules. At the head of this Church are
three men who are united in all things as
to its government, representing the Holy
Trinity who also are one; not one in per-
sonality, but one in spirit, one in faith,
one in action, one in desire, one in object.
We have a President and two Counselors,
who stand at the head of the Church. The
President stands at the head of that quo-
rum. God calls him to be His mouthpiece
to the whole body. If the Lord has any rev-
elations for the Church, as an organized
body, He communicates them through
the head. In the rise of this Church He
warned and forewarned the Latter-day
Saints as an organized community, not to
receive revelations through anyone save
the head of the Church. The Lord said,
“And this ye shall know assuredly—that
there is none other appointed unto you
to receive the commandments and rev-
elations until he be taken, if he abide in
* * * for if it be taken from him
he shall not have power except to appoint
another in his stead. And this shall be a law
unto you, that you receive not the teachings
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of any that shall come before you as revela-
tions or commandments; And this I give
you that you may not be deceived, that
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