THE POWER AND AUTHORITY, ETC.

number. Many revelations have been sent
to me by persons who claim the right to
preside over the Church and to be the
Prophet of the Church. President Taylor
has been the recipient of a number of simi-
lar communications, each one setting forth
his claim to the presidency of the Church,
and to the prophetic office; and some of
them requiring us to accept the author as
the person whom God has designated to
be the revelator to and the President of the
Church. Where there is a feeling to look
for some authority outside of our present
organization of the holy Priesthood, you
can readily see how the adversary could
take advantage of it, and puff vain, weak
men up with the idea that they are to be
some great ones. No greater mistake can
be indulged in than for any person to sup-
pose that there is not that authority in the
Church at the present time that is neces-
sary for the establishment, for the govern-
ment and guidance, and for the building
up and complete control of the Church
and kingdom of our God upon the
earth, according to the pattern which He
has given.

God revealed to the Prophet Joseph
Smith the necessity of the Priesthood,
and until the Priesthood was bestowed,
though he had the gifts which constitute a
Prophet, Revelator and Seer prior to receiv-
ing it, having had the gift of prophecy, and
revelations from God, and having exercised
the Seer’s gift by looking through the Urim
and Thummim—he never attempted to
act in any capacity beyond that in which
God authorized him to act. Although he
possessed the gifts that I have referred to,
he never attempted to act in any ordinance
of the house of God, or that belongs to the
Church of God, until he received authority

JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd 359

359

to do so. And that authority was not con-
ferred upon him when he first saw angels
and had some of the gifts of which I have
spoken. It required the laying on of the
hands of some personage or personages who
had the authority of the holy Priesthood.
No, Joseph never ran until he was sent. He
exhibited in this the qualities of the man
that he was; because there are few men, as
we well know, who, if they had obtained
the gifts that he possessed, would not have
overstepped the limit of their calling and
authority, and done something beyond
their province. But Joseph did not err in
this way; he had been too well taught of the
Lord, and therefore he waited. He never at-
tempted to preach the Gospel, or to baptize
for the remission of sins. But when he found
that it was necessary for him to receive the
Priesthood, he called upon the Lord, and
the Lord heard his prayer, and in answer to
his call and that of Oliver Cowdery, sent to
them John the Baptist, a literal descendant
of Aaron who, by virtue of his descent, held
the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, he be-
ing the last man upon the earth that held
these keys. John had been ordained by the
angel of the Lord at the time he was eight
days old unto this power, and to overthrow
the kingdom of the Jews, and to prepare
the way of the Lord. Having been thus or-
dained by the angel of the Lord, and hav-
ing been baptized while he was yet in his
childhood, and holding the authority and
the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, he was
a fit personage to come and bestow the
keys upon Joseph, who had been chosen to
stand at the head of this dispensation. He
came, and he laid his hands upon Joseph,
and upon Oliver, and conferred upon
them the Aaronic Priesthood, which
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