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away from Nauvoo to escape the hands
of his enemies, that “It is necessary in the
ushering in of the dispensation of the full-
ness of times, which dispensation is now
beginning to usher in, that a whole and
complete and perfect union, and welding
together of dispensations, and keys, and
powers, and glories should take place, and
be revealed from the days of Adam even to
the present time.” He, therefore, received
the ministration of divers angels—heads
of dispensations—from Michael or Adam
down to the present time; every man in his
time and season coming to him, and all
declaring their dispensation, their rights,
their keys, their honors, their majesty and
glory, and the power of their Priesthood.
So that Joseph, the head of this dispensa-
tion, Prophet, Seer and Revelator, whom
God raised up, received from all these
different sources, according to the mind
and will of God, and according to the
design of God concerning him; he re-
ceived from all these different sources all
the power and all the authority and all
keys that were necessary for the build-
ing up of the work of God in the last
days, and for the accomplishment of
His purposes connected with this dis-
pensation. He stands at the head. He is
a unique character, differing from every
other man in this respect, and excelling
every other man. Because he was the
head God chose him, and while he was
faithful no man could take his place and
position. He was faithful, and died faith-
ful. He stands therefore at the head of
this dispensation, and will throughout all
eternity, and no man can take that power
away from him. If any man holds these
keys, he holds them subordinate to him.
You never heard President Young teach
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any other doctrine; he always said that
Joseph stood at the head of this dispensa-
tion; that Joseph holds the keys; that al-
though Joseph had gone behind the veil he
stood at the head of this dispensation, and
that he himself held the keys subordinate
to him. President Taylor teaches the same
doctrine, and you will never hear any other
doctrine from any of the faithful Apostles
or servants of God, who understand the or-
der of the Holy Priesthood. If we get our
salvation we shall have to pass by him; if
we enter into our glory it will be through
the authority that he has received. We can-
not get around him; we cannot get around
President Young; we cannot act around
President Taylor; we cannot get around the
Twelve Apostles. If we ever attain to that
eternal glory that God has promised to the
faithful we shall have to pass by them. If we
enter into our exaltation, it will be because
they, as the servants of God, permit us to
pass by, just as the revelation says, “pass
by the angels, and the gods, which are set
there,” to our exaltation.

You know that Jesus said to His
Apostles in ancient days, that they should
“sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.” And Paul says,
“The saints shall judge the world.” This
is true. Joseph, then, stands at the head;
and then every man in his place after him
until you come down to the Elder, the
most humble Elder of the Church who
has proclaimed the Gospel of the Son of
God to the inhabitants of the earth. He
will sit as a judge to judge those who
have received or those who have rejected
his testimony. He will stand as a swift
witness before the judgment seat of God
against this generation. He will lift up his
voice testifying as to that which he has
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