THE POWER AND AUTHORITY, ETC.

Lord. He gave unto them every endow-
ment, every washing, every anointing,
and administered unto them the sealing
ordinances and taught them the char-
acter of those ordinances, and revealed
unto them the doctrine of celestial mar-
riage, and impressed upon them the im-
portance of their obedience to the same,
and made it obligatory upon them that
they should obey it and carry it out in
their lives, and teach it to others. He
taught these brethren that unless they
did this the kingdom would stop, it could
not make further progress. And filled
with the power of God, he blessed them
and placed those keys and this author-
ity upon them, and told them that he
had thus ordained them to bear off the
kingdom. There was no key that he held,
there was no authority that he exercised
that he did not bestow upon the Twelve
Apostles at that time. Of course, in do-
ing this he did not divest himself of the
keys; but he bestowed upon them these
keys and this authority and power, so
that they held them in their fullness as
he did, differing only in this respect, that
they exercised them subordinate to him
as the head of the dispensation. He or-
dained them to all this authority, with-
out withholding a single power or key or
ordinance that he himself had received.
Thus you see these men whom God
chose to hold the Apostleship received
all this authority from Him. Hence he
told the people before he was taken, "I
roll this kingdom off on to the shoul-
ders of the Twelve." Probably there
are some in this room who heard him
talk in this manner. 1 was but a
boy at the time, but I remember it
very distinctly. —He evidently wanted
his brother Hyrum also to be pre-
served, and for some time before his
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martyrdom talked about him as the
Prophet. But Hyrum, as you know, was
not desirous to live away from Joseph; if
he was to be exposed to death, he was re-
solved to be with him. Our revered Pres-
ident, who is present with you today, was
with the Prophet and his brother, the Pa-
triarch, at the time of their martyrdom,
and was himself shot down, and his life
almost despaired of. But God in his prov-
idence reserved him for something else,
and his enemies did not have power to
take his life.

After the martyrdom of the Prophet
the Twelve soon returned to Nauvoo, and
learned of the aspirations of Sidney Rig-
don. He had claimed that the Church
needed a guardian, and that he was that
guardian. He had appointed the day
for the guardian to be selected, and of
course was present at the meeting, which
was held in the open air. The wind was
blowing toward the stand so strongly at
the time that an improvised stand was
made out of a wagon, which was drawn
up at the back part of the congrega-
tion, and which he, William Marks, and
some others occupied. He attempted to
speak, but was much embarrassed. He
had been the orator of the Church; but,
on this occasion his oratory failed him,
and his talk fell very flat. In the mean-
time President Young and some of his
brethren came and entered the stand.
The wind by this time had ceased to
blow. After Sidney Rigdon had spoken,
President Young arose and addressed
the congregation, which faced around to
see and hear him, turning their backs
towards the wagon occupied by Sidney.
Now it is probable that there are some
here today who were present on that
occasion, and they, I doubt not, could,



