THE POWER AND AUTHORITY, ETC.

and upon deep and heartfelt repen-
tance had been again ordained to the
Apostleship. In both instances this had
occurred after the ordination of President
Taylor to that calling. Still, for many years
their names were allowed to stand in their
old places and preceded his in the pub-
lished list of the Twelve. The revelation
designating Presidents Taylor, Woodruff
and Willard Richards to be ordained
Apostles was given July 8th, 1838; John E.
Page was called to the same office in the
same revelation. He and President Taylor
were ordained at Far West before the Saints
were driven from there. Brother Woodruff
being on a mission at the Fox Islands, was
afterwards ordained on the cornerstone
of the Temple, April 26th, 1839. Brother
Willard Richards, when he was called,
was on a mission in England, and was or-
dained in that land after the Twelve went
there on their mission. In this way Brothers
Richards and Woodruff, though the se-
niors of President Taylor in years, were his
juniors in the Apostleship; he had assisted
in ordaining them Apostles. For some years
attention was not called to the proper ar-
rangement of the names of the Twelve;
but some time before President Young’s
death they were arranged by him in their
proper order. Not long before his death a
number of the Twelve and leading Elders
were in Sanpete when, in the presence of
the congregation in the meetinghouse, he
turned to President Taylor, and said, “Here
is the man whose right it is to preside over
the council in my absence, he being the
senior Apostle.”

Therefore, as I have said, when
President Young died there was no
doubt in the minds of those who un-
derstood principle as to who was the
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man—it was the then senior Apostle. He
was the man who had the right to pre-
side, he holding the keys by virtue of his
seniority, by virtue of his position in the
Quorum; and he became the President of
the Twelve Apostles; and became President
of the Church.

Now, let me ask you, is it necessary
that somebody should rise up outside of
this Priesthood to be a Prophet, Seer and
Revelator to the Church? Is it not con-
sistent with the wisdom and government
of God to acknowledge His servants who
have been faithful all their lives, who have
proved their integrity before Him, who
have never swerved to the right or the left,
and whose knees have never trembled, and
whose hands have never shaken—is it not
within his power and his wisdom to endow
them with all the gifts and qualifications
necessary for the guidance of His Church?
Certainly it is. There has never been a mo-
ment, as | have said, since this Church was
organized, since the 6th day of April, 1830,
when God has been without ministering
servants through whom he has revealed
his mind and will to the people. President
Young might have received and given rev-
elations to the people in the same manner
as the Prophet Joseph did. He had the au-
thority, and he did give his revelations to
the people; he gave his counsel. President
Taylor has done the same. The Twelve
in their labors have done the same. They
have taught the people the word of God.
The Twelve have the right, every Apostle
has the right, to teach the people by
the spirit of revelation, by the spirit of
prophecy and the power of God. This
people, as I have said, have been led by
that power and spirit; and it was in this
way that ancient Israel was led when
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