
Moses stood at their head. He had the au-
thority, he held the keys, and he received 
revelation from God concerning all the 
people. It has been so in our day. We 
have had revelations; and we have revela-
tions still. Our brethren, Brothers George 
Teasdale, Heber J. Grant and Seymour B. 
Young have been lately called by written 
revelation, to hold the positions to which 
they have been assigned. But is it always 
necessary to write revelation? Sometimes it 
is necessary; sometimes it is not necessary, 
just as God willeth. When the word of 
God is given through His servants, as for 
instance, this morning through President 
Taylor making a certain promise; that 
promise is just as binding as if written. 
If we live for it, it will be fulfilled, just as 
much as if it were written. God has be-
stowed the spirit of revelation upon His 
servants. In fact, no man, no matter what 
his office may be, whether it be Deacon, 
Teacher, Priest or Elder, Seventy or High 
Priest, or Apostle, has the right to teach 
the people unless he does it by the light 
of the Holy Ghost, by the power of God. 
He should not attempt to teach the people 
that which he may have framed in his own 
heart to say to them. On the contrary, 
he should treasure up, as God has said, 
continually the words of life, and it shall 
be given unto him what to say, even that 
which shall be suited to the circumstances 
of the people and of each individual. God 
has made that promise to the Elders of this 
Church, unto those who go out to preach 
the Gospel, and to every man who seeks to 
teach as he should do—by the spirit of rev-
elation. It is then carried to the hearts of the 
people, and they are, and will be, judged 
by it, and will be held accountable be-

fore God according to the spirit and 
knowledge they may have received.

I have presented this matter before you, 
because I am led to think there is not that 
disposition to look to and recognize the 
authority that exists in the Church as it 
should be recognized. There is at the pres-
ent time a contest going on in our midst 
and the tendency to tear away from the 
moorings of the Priesthood, from the au-
thority and influence of the Priesthood, 
receives every encouragement. The threats 
that are being made by our enemies at the 
present time are for the purpose of destroy-
ing the faith, the confidence, and the spirit 
that are begotten in the hearts of the people 
towards the Priesthood of the Son of God. 
If they could get you to repudiate your 
Bishops, the President of the Stake; if they 
could get you to repudiate the Apostles and 
the First Presidency, they would be satis-
fied; because they would know then that 
they had struck a deadly blow at the king-
dom of God, so far as you are concerned 
at least. That is their aim all the time. 
While, on the other hand, it is the aim of 
the Elders of Israel to bind the people to-
gether, and to build up the authority and 
influence of the holy Priesthood, because 
we know that in doing so we are acting 
according to the mind and will of God, 
and not because we want to exercise au-
thority over you. You know very well that 
authority has never been exercised over 
you improperly by any faithful servant of 
God; that you never have had reason to 
complain because of anything of this kind 
coming from the First Presidency, or from 
the Apostles, or any good man; but on  
the contrary, the servants of God, of  
whom our enemies complain, have worn 
themselves out in your midst, teaching
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