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you the doctrines of salvation. They have

traveled under all circumstances, visit-

ing the people and teaching them the

principles of eternal life, and have worn

themselves out at this labor. They have

not spared their bodies, nor refrained

from neglecting all their earthly affairs

when necessary for the good of this peo-

ple. It has been characteristic of the

Apostles and leadingmen of this Church;

and if we had not that spirit, it would

be soon seen by the people, and our in-

fluence would be correspondingly weak-

ened. It is the aim of the Priesthood at

the present time to bind the people to-

gether, on the same principle that you

adopt, you that are shepherds, when the

wolves are around. You get your sheep

together in as compact a manner as you

can, that no wolves can get access to your

sheep. You feel it to be your duty to take

care of the flock that may be your own, or

that may be entrusted to your care, that

not even a lamb may be torn to pieces, or

be carried off by either dog or wolf. It is

the same with the servants of God. The

burden of this people rests upon them. It

is upon President Taylor night and day,

I know. Every thought and desire of his

heart is for the salvation of this people,

and to establish and build up the Zion of

our God. His feelings are to be a faith-

ful watchman upon the walls of Zion, a

faithful shepherd of the flock of Christ;

so that when he goes hence, as Brigham

has gone, he can report to Joseph and

those of his co-laborers that have joined

him, that he did his duty faithfully while

in the flesh, in caring for and feeding

the flock of Christ. I know this is the

feeling; and I know it is the feeling of his

co-laborers, his fellowservants. And it is

because of their intense love for this peo-

ple, and for the salvation of the children

of men that they are impelled to do as

they do. They would have you listen to

the voice of wisdom, to the voice of reve-

lation, to the voice of the Holy Spirit that

is poured out upon us, which bears testi-

mony in your hearts that it is through

His power that we have been sustained,

and which convinces you that we are His

servants. You know when you hear the

servants of God, by the power of God that

accompanies their words, and by the tes-

timony of Jesus that He gives unto you,

that they are His servants. This is your

witness, and you are our witnesses as to

the truth of our claims and the divinity of

the authority which we exercise in your

midst. We want to save you. We want to

teach you the plan of salvation. We want

to point out to you the way in which you

should go. We do not ask anything of you

of an earthly character. We desire not

to aggrandize ourselves. All we ask, and

we ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, is that you will be entreated of

God, that you will listen to His voice, and

walk in the strait and narrow path that

leads to lives eternal. And we promise

you that if you will do so, we will lead

you into the celestial kingdom of God,

not of ourselves, but through the power

that God has given unto us, and that He

will give unto us.

I pray God to bless you, my brethren

and sisters, and fill you with His Holy

Spirit, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


