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We meet together from time to time,

to speak and to hear, to meditate and

reflect, to sing and to pray, to attend

to our Sacraments, and to seek to ob-

tain a knowledge of the duties and re-

sponsibilities which devolve upon us to

attend to. And then we are desirous

to worship the Lord our God and con-

form to his laws; to seek an acquain-

tance with him and with his purposes,

and to understand the position we oc-

cupy in relation to our Heavenly Father

and the world in which we live. These

are some of the ideas and thoughts that

flow more or less through the minds of

the Latter-day Saints; and we are de-

sirous generally to know the mind and

will of God, and then to do it; at least,

these are the pretensions of the Latter-

day Saints. We do not always come up

to that standard, however; but the great

majority of the people, I am happy to

say, are seeking to conform to the mind,

and will, and word, and law of God.

It has given me great pleasure lately,

in traveling among the Saints to wit-

ness a spirit and feeling of this kind,

which has been abundantly developed

in the different parts of the Territory

that we have had the pleasure of vis-

iting. And it is a matter of consider-

able importance to us, as a people, that

we comprehend the position that we oc-

cupy in the world, and the various duties

and responsibilities that devolve upon

us. There are various theories, notions

and ideas abroad in the world pertain-

ing to the future. We, ourselves, have

been gathered from the nations of the

earth under the influence of the new and

everlasting Gospel, and under the guid-

ance and dictation of God, our heavenly

Father; and we call this Zion, and we

call ourselves the people of Zion, or in

other words, the Saints of the Most High

God. We really make very great preten-

sions. To be a Saint signifies to be holy,

to be pure, to be upright, to be virtuous.


