PRETENSIONS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

God; that he could not comprehend it;
that he could not even see it; that he
could not understand the relationship
that existed between God and man with-
out the gift of the Holy Ghost. The ques-
tion would naturally arise, how could
man become possessed of this heavenly
gift? There was a young man, for in-
stance, a high-minded, honorable young
man, who went to Jesus, and address-
ing Him, said, Good Master, what good
thing can I do to inherit eternal life? Je-
sus said, Thou knowest the command-
ments, "Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not
commit adultery, Do not bear false wit-
ness, Defraud not, Honor thy father and
mother, and love God with all thy heart,
and thy neighbor as thyself." And the
young man said that these things he had
done from his youth up. Jesus then told
him to go and sell all that he had and
give to the poor, and to come and follow
Him; promising him that he should have
treasures in heaven, or in other words
he should have eternal life, and should
drink of the streams whereof make glad
the city of our God. But the young man
went away sorrowful, for he had much
possessions.

In regard to the Holy Ghost of which
we have spoken, we are told that the
disciples were instructed to tarry in
Jerusalem until they were endowed with
power from on high. They did so,
and when they were assembled together
in one place with one accord, making
prayer and supplication unto the Lord,
the spirit of God descended upon them
as a mighty rushing wind and rested
upon them. And they began to speak
in tongues as the Spirit of God gave
them utterance. There were people there
from different nations, and they heard
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them speak in their own tongues the
wonderful works of God. Some who were
present said they were drunk. "These
men are drunk with new wine," said
they. "Why, no," said Peter, "it is only
the third hour of the day"—that is about
nine o'clock in the morning. People do
not generally get drunk as early as that.
What did this all mean? Peter said unto
them: "This is that which was spoken of
by the Prophet Joel, and it shall come
to pass in the last days, saith God, I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh
and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy; and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; and on my servants and on my
handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my spirit; and they shall proph-
esy." In other words, it shall bring them
into relationship with God; it shall open
the visions of their minds; it shall inspire
them with the spirit of revelation; they
shall have a hope that enters within the
veil, whither Christ our forerunner hath
gone: and being led and directed under
the inspiration of God, they shall have
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,
and be guided in the ways of all truth.
Well, when the people asked what they
were to do to be saved, they were not
told as the Pharisees would tell them, or
as the Essenes, or as the Sadducees, or
any of the other parties; but they were
told to repent and be baptized every one
of them in the name of Jesus Christ,
for the remission of sins, and they were
promised that they should receive the
Holy Ghost. In other words, they would
be born of water and of the Spirit,
and be made new creatures in Christ
Jesus. What, then, would the Holy
Ghost do for them, and wherein was the



