PRETENSIONS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

their God: for he hath prepared for them
a city." They have obtained a hope that
others have not. They have received in-
telligence which others do not possess.
Now, what is the promise that is made
to the world today when the Elders of
the Latter-day Saints preach the Gospel
to them? What have I proclaimed to
them? What have hundreds of Elders
that are here today proclaimed to them?
They have told them to repent of their
sins and be baptized in the name of Je-
sus, for the remission of sins, and they
should receive the Holy Ghost. What
Holy Ghost? The same as men had in
former times, possessing the same cer-
tainty, the same intelligence, the same
knowledge and faith, and the same re-
lationship to God. And we in our day are
taught as they were in their day to add
to our faith virtue, to virtue brotherly
kindness, to brotherly kindness charity,
etc., that if these things dwell in us and
abound we shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ—not in the "guess so," not
in the opinions, not in the notions, not in
the ideas, not in the theories of man, but
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. This is the position which
the Saints in these times are called to
occupy; this is the thing that has been
promised to the Latter-day Saints; this
is the principle which they themselves
have received, and you Latter-day Saints
are witnesses of these things of which I
speak. I speak of things that I know;
I testify of things that I have seen and
that you comprehend, and it is by that
very principle that you have been gath-
ered together here into these valleys of
the mountains. Here is the difference
between uncertainty and doubt, and
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truth, certainty and intelligence. The
Spirit of God bears witness with our
spirits—if we are living our religion and
keeping the commandments of God—
that we are the children of God, as it
did to the former-day Saints, and there
is no guessing and no uncertainty about
the matter. We know in whom we have
believed; and if the Latter-day Saints
have not this Spirit it is because they are
not living their religion and keeping the
commandments of God. Very well, this
being the difference, what next? Why
we are told in this day to proclaim the
Gospel to the world as they did in former
days. What has been told to the Elders
of Israel in these days? "Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to ev-
ery creature." Just the same as it was in
former days. And have we done it, and
are we doing it? Yes. I myself have trav-
eled hundreds of thousands of miles to
proclaim this Gospel, without purse or
scrip, trusting in the God of Israel; and I
would rather go forth trusting in God for
my subsistence, backed up by the Lord
God of Hosts and by the Spirit of God,
and under the promise of God, than un-
der the promise of any earthly potentate
that could be found in any part of the
world. Why? Because God is always true
to His word and sustains those who put
their trust in Him. And hence we say
it is a certainty. What is the feeling to-
day amongst our Elders? Why here are
hundreds of them going on missions, and
they keep going. And what is their feel-
ing? I receive numerous letters some-
thing like the following: "I have been
called to go upon a mission. I esteem
it an honor to be engaged in the service
of God, and to be a messenger of salva-
tion to my fellow men, and I will try to



