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dom of God. And hence it is necessary

that we should comprehend the position

we occupy.

We have been in the world and we

have preached the Gospel to the world

and are doing it, and that is part of our

duty, and we are fulfilling it as fast as

the Lord opens the way. We have done a

great deal. I think that at an assembly

some little time ago there were twenty-

five nationalities represented. Is there

any difference of sentiment among these

diverse people? No. In speaking with a

gentleman recently on some of the diffi-

culties between the English and the Irish

people, I told him that it was lamentable

that such a feeling should exist. Well,

said he, they are two different races and

they cannot affiliate, one being Celtic

and the other Anglo-Saxon, and their

sympathies and feelings are dissimilar.

Their ideas and feelings differ; their ed-

ucation and their instincts differ. That is

very true so far as it goes. But what of

us? We are gathered here under the in-

spiration of the Holy Ghost, and that as

I before said, produces a unity of feeling

and spirit, a oneness and sympathy that

does not exist in the world and Jesus has

said, By this shall all men know that ye

are my disciples if ye love one another.

We have people among us from all parts

of the United States, from Ireland, Scot-

land and Wales, from England, France

and Germany, from Denmark, Norway

and Sweden; also from Iceland, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, from the islands of

the sea, and in fact, from nearly every

civilized country. And how is it brethren?

Are we Scandinavians; are we English;

are we Scotch, Swiss or Dutch, as the

case may be? No; the Spirit of God,

which we obtained through obedience to

the requirements of the Gospel; having

been born again, of the water and of the

Spirit, has made us of one heart, one

faith, one baptism; we have no national

or class divisions of that kind among us.

What, then, are we aiming at? We are

aiming to introduce among us the prin-

ciple of virtue, integrity, honesty, and a

knowledge of God and of His laws. This

is what we are seeking to do. And do

we injure any man or set of men in so

doing? I think not. I will say to the

credit of our merchants, that they are

spoken of as honorable men, as men who

pay their debts better than the majority

of mankind. Such is the report I hear

from gentlemen with whom I communi-

cate. This is pleasing to hear. It is pleas-

ing to see the principle of honor intro-

duced in our trading; and we ought to be

honorable one with another and with all

men, treating all with the respect they

deserve and merit at our hands. But be-

cause we do this are we to submit to ev-

ery kind of indignity; are we to submit

to be outraged, to be traduced; are we

to permit, in a social capacity, evils and

crimes to be introduced in our midst, and

never lift up our voice against them? Are

we to permit our sons and daughters to

affiliate and associate with corrupt men

and women? No. But if our youth choose

to pursue a course of that kind, all well?

No, I will not say it is well; it would be

better if they did better. We are here

to introduce correct principles; and we

profess to be moving on a more elevated

plane; we profess to be under the influ-

ence of the inspiration of the Almighty;

and God cannot look upon sin with the

least degree of allowance.

Let me read that prayer a lit-

tle more: "Our Father who art in

heaven." What, is He indeed my


