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Father? Yes. Is He our Father? Yes. "Our

Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be

thy name." We are children of God; that

is the relationship that we sustain to

Him. Being born of the Spirit, we be-

come the sons of God. The what? The

sons of God. And what else? The heirs

of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ

our Lord. Is this the position we occupy?

So say the Scriptures. And what is the

difference between those who have been

born of the water and the Spirit, and

those who know not the Gospel, and who

possess none of the gifts thereof? Let us

stop and inquire. You have sons, have

you not? Yes. What will the boys be

when they are grown up. They will be

men, will they not? They are now the

sons of men. If a man be inducted into

the family of God, and becomes a son of

God, what will he become when he gets

his growth? You can figure that out your-

selves. It is said, "Now are we the sons

of God, and it doth not yet appear what

we shall be: but we know that, when he

shall appear, we shall be like him; for

we shall see him as he is." What shall

we be? Heirs of God. What else? Joint

heirs with Jesus Christ. What, joint

heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord? Yes.

What do a man's heirs possess when he

leaves this world? They inherit the pos-

sessions of the deceased father or bene-

factor. We say that God is the God of

the universe, the Maker of heaven and

earth, the Sustainer of all things visi-

ble and invisible. And are we to be joint

heirs with Him? So the Bible states.

Well may the Lord say in one of the

revelations given through the Prophet

Joseph Smith, "He that hath eternal

life is rich." Jesus said to the Samar-

itan woman when asking her to give

him a drink of water, "If thou knewest

the gift of God, and who it is that

saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou

wouldst have asked of him, and he would

have given thee living water." "Whoso-

ever drinketh of the water that I shall

give him shall never thirst; but the wa-

ter that I shall give him shall be in him

a well of water springing up into ever-

lasting life." Again, Jesus said to His dis-

ciples: "In my Father's house are many

mansions: if it were not so, I would have

told you. I go to prepare a place for

you." Where? In heaven, of which we

have very little knowledge, and about

which we comprehend very little. "And

if I go and prepare a place for you, I

will come again, and receive you unto

myself; that where I am, there ye may

be also." What was there in His Father's

house? Many mansions. What! Man-

sions in heaven? Yes? What else? He

declares He was going to prepare a place

for them—mansions, that where he was

there they might be also. It is very

plain, if we could only open our eyes

and understand it as it is. There is a

great difference between this principle

and the ideas that men entertain regard-

ing earthly things. The first is in ac-

cord with the eternal duration and ex-

altation of man, and is in consonance

with his highest and most exalted aspi-

rations; the other is momentary, tran-

sient, fleeting and evanescent. Men are

grasping and grabbing at the world, and

at the riches of the world. I might men-

tion the names of prominent men of this

nation—nomatter, I do not like to deal in

personalities—men who gather together

their millions. By and by they drop down

into a little place just about two feet by

six, and that is all there is of it. And

what of their riches? Anything pertain-

ing to the future? No. Such men are


