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American citizens and as men. Can we

think that men are very sincere who

purse the course that has been adopted

toward us? And what on the back of the

refusal to let Brother Little register? It

is purity they are after; is it? Here comes

along the keeper of a bagnio and its in-

mates? Can they be registered? Yes! Be-

cause, according to a ruling, not a law,

but a perversion of law, an oath is pre-

scribed to American citizens, wherein,

loathsome, damning vices are protected.

And they can register while the honor-

able and virtuous are rejected. And our

good, Christian folks try to crowd these

things down our throats. Well, we can

bide our time.

I will refer to another affair that took

place. Another man, when he came to

be registered, after looking at the oath

said: "I don't think I can take it, be-

cause I have got a wife and keep a mis-

tress." But he was requested to read the

oath. After having done so, he said: "I

see the crime is here in it being in the

marriage relation, and though I have a

mistress as well as a wife, the mistress

is not in the marriage relation, and I can

take it." This man was said to be can-

did. Of course he was, and people say

that he was honorable to tell his feel-

ings. Yes, he was honorable, if it can

be honorable for a man to pledge him-

self before the altar to be true to his wife

and to the covenants he had made be-

fore God and witnesses—and then break

those covenants; if that is honor, he

may be called an honorable man, but we

do not call it very honorable amongst

us. This shows that lascivious cohabi-

tation can be tolerated and protected by

men who would seek to be our teach-

ers and our reformers. Such men and

women under the old Mosaic law would

have been stoned to death. I say, my

soul, enter thou not into their secrets,

and, mine honor, be thou not with them

united.

Furthermore, there is a little thing

which I wish to refer to that has lately

come to my knowledge; I have a knowl-

edge of a great many things—for men

come to me with all kinds of affairs. It

is a circumstance that is to be deplored.

A married man considered here an hon-

orable man, an upright man, a man that

has taken an active part in some of the

schools, who has given considerable to

the building of churches and it has been

thought that he was really seeking to

do good amongst us—has lately sought

to abduct an honorable young lady, or

tried to persuade her to leave her home

clandestinely with him and go to a dis-

tant land. How can we trust these peo-

ple? These are facts; I have the let-

ters; I know what I am talking about,

and yet these are who are supposed to

be Christian reformers, identified with

churches, schools, and other places of im-

provement, who do not shrink to asso-

ciate themselves with those infamies. A

very low state of morality exists among

them, as we know. How is it with us? Do

we have men that sometimes do wrong?

Yes. Do we sanction the wrong? Can an

adulterer have a place amongst us? I tell

you, No, he cannot, and any Bishop who

would permit anything of that sort ought

himself to be removed. We are in favor

of chastity, purity and virtue, not nom-

inally but really, and we should make

a distinction between one thing and the

other and maintain virtue and correct

principles in spite of the hypocrisy and

corruptions that exists, for it is among

us and around us. And it is for us to

look after our wives, our sons and daugh-

ters, and preserve our chastity, our honor

and our virtue in all these matters. Let

us seek the blessing of God, and He


