
labors of Joseph Smith, who have never 
read his revelations or studied or investi-
gated his claims to divine authority and are 
ignorant of his mission, revile him, sneer 
at his name, and ridicule his claims to pro-
phetic inspiration, and call him all impos-
tor. Jesus was also called an impostor in His 
day, except by a few that hearkened to His 
instruction, and believed His testimony. 
The great majority of mankind then liv-
ing who knew of Christ, deemed Him an 
impostor, and considered him worthy to 
be put to death; precisely the same feeling 
existed towards Joseph Smith.

The disciples of Jesus Christ anciently 
were regarded in the same light as their 
Master, the Savior; so it is not at all sur-
prising that the people of the world to-
day, who know not the truth, should 
pronounce Joseph Smith an impostor 
and try to ridicule the doctrines which 
he taught; but in so doing they make 
themselves ridiculous, for they know 
little or nothing about them; indeed, 
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
where the doctrines of the Latter-day 
Saints—which are no other than the doc-
trines which were taught by the Savior 
himself or contained in the Bible—are 
ridiculed and pronounced false and evil, 
they are so pronounced by a class of 
people who, being ignorant of, or will-
fully perverting the truth, build aerial 
castles in order that they may tear them 
down, or “make a man of straw” to shoot 
at so that they can create a great noise  
and excitement about the “Mormons,” 
and thus we are often charged by those 
who abuse us and write and preach 
against us with believing and practic- 
ing the most absurd things—things  
which no Latter-day Saint ever dreamt  
of believing or accepting as a principle

of his faith. As I have said, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred the Latter-day 
Saints are accused by their enemies of be-
lieving doctrines which they do not be-
lieve, and which are not the doctrines of 
the Latter-day Saints at all. They accuse 
us of every abominable thing. They call us 
murderers; they say we are immoral, igno-
rant, superstitious; they call us dupes, they 
say we are deceived, that we are enslaved 
by the Priesthood; that we are fettered and 
in bondage. Now, is it true that the Latter-
day Saints are ignorant? If so, then I am 
sorry for the great majority of mankind, 
for millions of them are in a far worse con-
dition than we are, in this respect. I will 
say here, and not without good and suffi-
cient proof to back it, that the Latter-day 
Saints will compare favorably with any 
other people upon the face of the earth 
for good, sound common sense, and every 
other good thing. Hence, to say that the 
Latter-day Saints are an ignorant people is 
saying only what may truthfully be said of 
the whole world. Taking the best evidence 
that we have to prove the facts, the statis-
tics of the schools as compared with the 
statistics of the schools in the various States 
and Territories and of European countries, 
it appears that the people of Utah stand in 
the front ranks in relation to education, 
and are in advance of many of their neigh-
bors and stand equal with many who have 
far greater advantages than they have. Yet 
we do not boast of being very intelligent; 
and only claim the credit which belongs to 
us, that we stand on a par with our neigh-
bors and with our fellow citizens through-
out the United States; and for that matter, 
will compare favorably with any people on 
the face of the globe.

But  we  a re  ca l l ed  an  “ immora l
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