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people." Well, is the world so very moral?

Are our accusers so very pure and holy

and so extremely righteous that they

should accuse us of being immoral? Con-

sistency would demand that he that

is without guilt should throw the first

stone. But it is a fact that in our

case our bitterest accusers—and this has

been well demonstrated hundreds and

perhaps thousands of times—are them-

selves reeking with corruption. Gener-

ally those who are the most immoral

themselves are the first to make the

charge of immorality against the Latter-

day Saints! But I deny the charge in

toto, and I assert, without fear of suc-

cessful contradiction—that there is not

an equal number of people upon the face

of the globe today who present to the

world as much pure and simple morality

and virtue as do the people called Latter-

day Saints. In other words, there is not

a more moral people upon the face of the

earth today than the Latter-day Saints,

taking them all in all. Not but what

there are some "black sheep" among

them. But who can fathom the depths

of crime and corruption which exist in

all the great cities of the world? You

may go to the rural districts through-

out the United States, and gather there-

from the most virtuous of our country to

the number that are gathered together

as Latter-day Saints, and I will venture

to say that there are half as many chil-

drenmurdered among them annually, ei-

ther before or after their birth, by their

own mothers or fathers, as are born to

the Latter-day Saints in the same pe-

riod. The Latter-day Saints are prover-

bial for NOT murdering their children.

They have hosts of them, and they do

not try to destroy them neither before

nor after birth, but endeavor to rear

them to manhood and womanhood, that

they may teach them the principles of

the Gospel of Christ—the highest code

of morals known, that they may be able

to bear off the kingdom of God upon

the earth, and to regenerate the world.

This is the object for which the Latter-

day Saints are raising children, that God

may have a pure and a righteous peo-

ple. How much time Latter-day Saints

neglect their opportunities or privileges

or fall short of their duties in regard to

training their children, and instructing

them in the principles of morality, virtue,

purity and uprightness, is difficult to

say; but of this I feel sure that while they

are the best people that I know of there

is great room for improvement in this di-

rection.

But, it is said, the immorality of the

Latter-day Saints consists in their mar-

rying more wives than one! We are not

charged with the crime of frequenting

houses of ill fame, of fostering illicit in-

tercourse, of infidelity to our wives—of

child murder, of drunkenness, profanity,

dishonesty, cruelty or indolence, or if we

are the charge is utterly false, but our

great offense is in marrying our wives

and protecting them and our children

as all honorable men should. God for-

bid that I should undertake to compare

the honorable marriage of the Latter-day

Saints with the debauchery and sexual

crimes of our accusers! If our actions and

our faith in regard to marriage are called

wicked and immoral by them, in the

name of God and humanity what will you

call the crimes of those that accuse us?

There is no adequate term in the dictio-

nary of the English language with which

to make a comparison, hence "Mormon"

plural marriage cannot be degraded to

the level of a comparison with the sex-

ual crimes and iniquities of the world;


