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there is no similitude between them.

One is the antipode of the other—one is

virtuous, pure and honorable, and the

other is corrupt, treacherous and de-

basing to the utmost degree. Our sys-

tem of marriage promotes life, purity,

innocence, vitality, health, increase and

longevity, while the other engenders dis-

ease, disappointment, misery and pre-

mature death—that is the difference.

Hence there is no resemblance for they

are not allied to each other at all.

The people of Utah are charged with

having committed terrible murders and

robberies. "Danites" or "Destroying An-

gels" are talked about by sensational

writers and believed in by the unin-

formed. Now, what is the fact? Utah

stands head and shoulders above every

other Territory in the United States so

far as the crime of murder is concerned.

You cannot find a western Territory or

State within the United States where

there has not been a hundred percent

more murders, lynching and lawlessness

than can be found in the annals of Utah.

Take the State of California, the State of

Nevada, and all the surrounding Territo-

ries, and it will be found that there has

been less violation of law, fewer murders

and less lynching in Utah than in any

one of these from the beginning. There

is no man that knows anything about

the history of the western States and

Territories for the last thirty years but

knows this to be absolutely the fact. But

because a few horse thieves and mur-

derers have per chance been summarily

dealt with by officers of the law—who

were the appointees of the United States,

and acting under the authority of the

parent government and the laws of the

Territory—the whole people of Utah are

accused of being murderers. I attended a

Methodist revival meeting held in a big

tent in this city a few years ago by some

itinerant preachers, who had spent but

a few days in Utah, and were totally ig-

norant of her history, and it fairly made

one's blood run cold to hear them re-

late their pious suspicions of the hor-

rible murders that had been commit-

ted in Utah. They thought, or pre-

tended to believe, that if the rocks of

these mountain gorges could only speak,

that nearly every rock could some ter-

rible tale unfold of horrible secret mur-

der and rapine. The most damnable

nonsense that was ever uttered by man.

But this is the sort of preaching that

is generally done against the Latter-day

Saints by this class of men, and as I

have said, those who denounce the doc-

trines of this people as heresies and as

abominable, in ninety-nine cases out of

a hundred know nothing whatever of

the facts. If the Latter-day Saints had

not been Latter-day Saints, if it had not

been for their religion, and their faith

in God and in His omnipotence to de-

liver them from the power of their en-

emies; or if the Territory of Utah had

been inhabited by the same number of

people composed of the various sects

and denominations of Christianity, so-

called, and the one-thousandth part of

the infamies that have been perpetrated

upon this people had been perpetrated

upon them, many of the perpetrators

of these infamies would have been long

ago summoned to their final abode by

"Judge Lynch." But the patience of the

Latter-day Saints, and their willingness

to leave their cause in the hands of

God has spared them from shedding the

blood of their enemies, and preserved

them from violence or harm. Men that

have not deserved to live, and would

not have been suffered to live in any


