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other community under the same cir-

cumstances, have equal protection with

the very best citizens, and no man would

harm a hair of their heads. We have

too much good sense to make martyrs of

such characters, and consequently they

are left alone to pursue their nefarious

course. Sometimes it seems rather hard

to bear it, but it is the best to do so, I sup-

pose. We are engaged in the work of the

Lord, and He will bear it off victorious.

Let us return to the Prophet Joseph

Smith. He was accused of nearly ev-

erything that was vile, by his enemies,

who, as is well known by the Latter-day

Saints, were generally entirely ignorant

of his true character and mission. What

did Joseph Smith do? Was human blood

found upon his hands? No, verily no. He

was innocent. Was he a slanderer and

vilifier? No, verily, he was not. Did he

wrongfully and unjustly accuse men of

wickedness? No, he did not. Did he insti-

tute an order of things that has proven

injurious to the human family? Let the

people who have become acquainted with

his doctrines, and with the institutions

which he established upon the earth and

his own life's labor answer. He was born

December 23, 1805, in the State of Ver-

mont. His parents were American cit-

izens, as had been their ancestors for

generations. In the Spring of 1820 he

received the first supernatural or heav-

enly manifestation. He was then four-

teen years of age. Ordinarily we do not

expect a very great deal from a boy who

is only fourteen years of age, and it is not

likely that a boy of that tender age could

have become very vicious or wicked, es-

pecially when he was born and reared on

a farm, apart from the corrupting vices

of great cities, and free from contact

with the debasing influences of vile as-

sociations. It is not likely that he spent

many idle moments during the working

years of his life up to fourteen years of

age; for his father had to labor for his

living and earn it from the soil by the

labor of his hands, being a poor man

with a large family to support. In 1820,

as I have said, Joseph Smith received

a revelation in which he claimed that

God had declared that He was about

to restore the ancient Gospel in its pu-

rity, and many other glorious things. In

consequence of this, Joseph Smith be-

came very notorious in the neighborhood

where he resided, and people began to

regard him with a great deal of suspi-

cion. He was at once called an impostor,

and a few years later he was styled by

his enemies, "old Joe Smith." His fame

became known throughout the United

States. He was called "a money digger,"

and many other contemptuous things.

If you will look at his history, and at

the character of his parents, and sur-

roundings, and consider the object of his

life, you can discover how much consis-

tency there was in the charges brought

against him. All this was done to in-

jure him. He was neither old nor "a

money digger," nor an impostor, nor in

any manner deserving of the epithets

that they applied to him. He had never

injured anybody, nor robbed anybody—

he never did anything for which he could

be punished by the laws under which he

lived. When he was between 17 and 18

years of age, he received another heav-

enly manifestation, and some great and

glorious things were revealed to him,

and for four years subsequently he re-

ceived visits from a heavenly messen-

ger. He did not claim he was in com-

munication with wicked men or demons

from the lower regions. He claimed he


