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the heavens in his youth. He brought

forth the Book of Mormon, which con-

tains the fullness of the Gospel; and the

revelations contained in the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants; restored the holy

Priesthood unto man; established and

organized the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, an organization

which has no parallel in all the world,

and which all the cunning and wisdom

of men for ages has failed to discover or

produce and never could have done. He

founded colonies in the States of New

York, Ohio, Missouri and Illinois, and

pointed the way for the gathering of the

Saints into the Rocky Mountains; sent

the Gospel into Europe and to the is-

lands of the sea; founded the town of

Kirtland, Ohio, and there built a tem-

ple that cost about a quarter of a million

of dollars; he founded the city of Nau-

voo in the midst of persecution; gathered

into Nauvoo and vicinity some 20,000

people, and commenced the building of

the temple there, which when completed

cost one million dollars; and in doing all

this he had to contend against the preju-

dices of the age, against relentless perse-

cution, mobocracy and vile calumny and

slander, that were heaped upon him from

all quarters without stint or measure.

In a word, he did more in from 14 to

20 years for the salvation of man than

any other man save Jesus only, that ever

lived, and yet he was accused by his en-

emies of being an indolent and worth-

less man! Where shall we go to find

another man that has accomplished the

one thousandth part of the good that

Joseph Smith accomplished? Shall we

go to the Rev. Mr. Beecher or Talmage,

or any of the great preachers of the day?

What have they done for the world with

all their boasted intelligence, influence,

wealth, and the popular voice of the

world in their favor! Joseph Smith

had none of their advantages, if these

are advantages. And yet no man in

the nineteenth century, except Joseph

Smith, has discovered to the world a

ray of light upon the keys and power of

the Holy Priesthood or the ordinances of

the Gospel either for the living or the

dead. Through Joseph Smith, God has

revealed many things which were kept

hid from the foundation of the world

in fulfillment of the Prophets—and at

no time since Enoch walked the earth

has the Church of God been organized

as perfectly as it is today—not except-

ing the dispensation of Jesus and His

disciples—or if it was we have no record

of it. And this is strictly in keeping with

the objects and character of this great

latter-day work, destined to consummate

the great purpose and designs of God

concerning the dispensation of the full-

ness of times. The principles of bap-

tism for the redemption of the dead, with

the ordinances appertaining thereto, for

the complete salvation and exaltation of

those who have died without the Gospel,

as revealed through Joseph Smith, is

alone worth more than all the dogmas

of the so-called Christian world com-

bined. Joseph Smith is accused of be-

ing a false prophet. It is, however, be-

yond the power of the world to prove that

he was a false prophet. They may so

charge him, but you who have received

the testimony of Jesus Christ by the

spirit of prophecy through his adminis-

trations are my witnesses that they have

not the power to prove him false, and

that is why they are so vexed about it. In

my humble opinion many of our enemies

know that they lie before God, angels

and men, when they make this charge,

and they would only be too glad to


