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produce proof to sustain their accusa-

tions, but they cannot. Joseph Smith

was a true prophet of God. He lived and

died a true prophet, and his words and

works will yet demonstrate the divinity

of his mission to millions of the inhabi-

tants of this globe. Perhaps not so many

that are now living, for they have in

a great measure rejected the Gospel

and the testimony which the Elders of

this Church have borne to them; but

their children after them and genera-

tions to come will receive with delight

the name of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

and the Gospel which their fathers re-

jected. Amen.
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In responding to the invitation of the

Young Men's Mutual Improvement Asso-

ciation of Hyrum, I beg to say that press

of other matters has prevented me from

preparing myself to speak upon this sub-

ject as its importance demands, but I can

submit some statistics which show the

effects of intemperance on the human

body and soul more forcibly than any-

thing I can say.

Intemperance, license and pro-

hibition have recently been some-

what fully discussed through the

columns of the Utah Journal. Those

who advocate strict prohibition as

a means of checking intemperance

among our people, seem firmly im-

pressed with the idea that every pos-

sible safeguard should be thrown around

the youth and those of mature age who

have not, within themselves, the power

to resist temptations that are fast sap-

ping the foundations upon which have

rested the prosperity, morality, and pu-

rity of great Christian nations, that are

now wallowing in the filth and degra-

dation of intemperance. Holding that

there are some, even among the Latter-

day Saints, too weak to resist the tempt-

ing cup when pressed to their lips by

the hands of false friends, yet who are

too good to be left to destroy peace and

happiness, desolate home, and die, per-

haps, in the gutter, I am an uncompro-

mising advocate of prohibition. No man


