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as far as the Spirit will give me utter-

ance, that which the Lord has said con-

cerning His people in the latter days. I

had nothing upon my mind when I arose

and walked into the stand, but upon

opening the Bible my eyes fell upon this

chapter, and I thought that I would read

it—and perhaps something might occur

in relation to this chapter that would be

interesting in regard to the latter days,

for certainly what I have read relates

to future times—times that have not yet

come.

"Enlarge the place of thy tent, and

let them stretch forth the curtains of

thine habitations: spare not, lengthen

thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;" is

the exhortation of the prophet to some

class of people that should dwell on the

earth. If we wish to know what class of

people the Prophet had reference to, read

the last verse of this chapter: "This is

the heritage of the servants of the Lord,

and their righteousness is of me, saith

the Lord." It would seem then, from the

declaration given in that clause of the

seventeenth verse of this chapter, that

the Prophet was speaking of his servants

and their heritage—that is, the heritage

that his servants should occupy—that

they were not to be narrowed and con-

tracted in their feelings in regard to their

inheritance as though it were to be in a

small tract or region of country. The Lord

had otherwise determined according to

the words of this chapter. He intends

they should inherit a great land, that

they were to stretch forth the curtains

of their habitations, and for fear that

they would be limited in their views and

contract themselves to a small region of

country, the Lord says expressly, "Spare

not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen

thy stakes." Well, we are trying

to do this as Latter-day Saints. When

we first came here we located this city

in the month of July, 1847, some 32

years ago this last summer. Then it

was thought by many that had not a

knowledge of prophecy, that we were

too expanded in our views to lay out a

city—being only a handful of pioneers—

to lay out a city covering several miles

of ground, when there was not yet a

house built; when comparatively there

was before us a great dry, barren desert.

It seemed almost folly to even some of

the Latter-day Saints to see the sur-

veyor with his measure line, others with

their instruments of observation, getting

the height of this land above the sea

level—making great preparations, while

we yet camped, a little handful of us, in

wagons and in a few tents. It seemed

folly to lay out a city covering an area

of several square miles; but those who

did this work were under the direction

and inspiration of the Almighty. We

knew that this people would become a

very great people. We knew that the

words of Isaiah would be fulfilled which

are recorded in the 60th chapter, "A lit-

tle one shall become a thousand, and a

small one a strong nation." Now we be-

lieved that. It was not merely all opin-

ion such as might be formed by the en-

lightened judgment of the human fam-

ily, but by the inspiration of that Spirit

which knows all things, we laid out a

city sufficiently large in extent to accom-

modate and gather together an extensive

population for this inland country and

desert. Have we been disappointed? Has

the Lord disappointed us in our expecta-

tion? Go over the area of this whole city,

over these northern wards and western

wards, and travel and traverse all the

different lots and streets, and see if you


