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find many vacant places. Is not the land
generally taken up? Is it not gener-
ally occupied? Are there many vacant
lots, where there are no houses or habi-
tations? Are there many places where
there are no fruit trees, no gardens? Are
there many streets where there are no
ornamental trees, no water ditches? We
find after we have traveled several days
and traversed nearly all the streets of
this city, gone for miles each way, that
all the lots with some very few excep-
tions, seem to be occupied, and not only
so but some of the lots originally in-
tended only for one family are now split
up, divided and subdivided, and contain
several habitations in the same lot, and
scarcely room enough at that. We find
the population coming into this city so
great that there seems to be scarcely
room, and even our water in dry seasons
seems to be very scarce, not sufficient
to water even the trees that are so nec-
essary to be kept alive, to say nothing
of gardens and flowers and shrubbery.
"Enlarge the place of thy tent and let
them stretch forth the curtains of thine
habitations; spare not;" that is don't be
stingy, don't be contracted, don't limit
yourselves to a small area of country but
break forth on the right hand and on the
left. Already within the last 32 years we
have been fulfilling this commandment.
We have stretched forth the gardens of
our habitation several hundred miles in
the south especially, and one or two hun-
dred miles in the north, into the Terri-
tory of Idaho. Utah does not seem suffi-
cient for us, hence we have built many
large towns and villages in Idaho. We
have spread forth our towns, our vil-
lages and our settlements to the south
for some 300 or 400 miles, and even after
doing this we find the place is too strait,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and the saying is: "give place to me that
I may dwell." We would scarcely sup-
pose that a work of this great and impor-
tant magnitude would have been accom-
plished in so short a time as scarcely one-
third of a century, when all this great
basin—nearly all with the exception of
one or two small portions of the country
traversed by Fremont and a few of his
followers—was explored and considered
an unprofitable desert, considered unfit
for the habitation of man, in consequence
of the dryness and parched condition of
its soil. But the Lord when He begins
to fulfill and accomplish a work among
His people does so by degrees. He did not
convert this great American desert, sev-
eral hundred miles in extent, into a fruit-
ful garden in one day, nor in one year;
but in a few years, comparatively speak-
ing, He has accomplished this work and
has done it too with an eye to the pre-
dictions that were uttered by His ser-
vant Isaiah, the Prophet, and His ser-
vant, David, the Psalmist.

The Sabbath before last I addressed
the congregation and spoke of the peo-
ple inhabiting the great mountain ter-
ritory, removing. You will recollect
this. You know our enemies have had
a great many speculations about our
moving. A great many have supposed
that we would remove to an island of
the sea; others have pointed out Van-
couver's Island, others Russian Amer-
ica, as it used to be called; others
have pointed out Mexico; others the is-
lands of the Indian Ocean; and others
South America, as the future destina-
tion of the Latter-day Saints. But Sun-
day before last I endeavored to point
out to you our hopes, our views as
contrasted with the views of our ene-
mies, in relation to our future destina-
tion. I will repeat again, to bring to the



