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be kept for their generations, that they

might see the bread wherewith He had

fed them in the wilderness, when He

brought them forth from the land of

Egypt. Did that manna decay? No, it

remained fresh and pure in the taber-

nacle. Why? Because God was there;

His divine power was there; a miracle

was wrought to counteract the general

laws of nature such as we generally un-

derstand them to be, and this manna

was preserved from generation to gen-

eration. Now the Being that could pro-

duce this effect upon a small quantity

of substance on a pot of manna, could

He not do the same in regard to whole

buildings, or is His arm so limited that

He has to work in a little narrow corner

and preserve a little handful of manna

from spoiling through decay. I would

say that the same Being that could per-

form this, which we might term a lesser

miracle, could extend the same power to

stone, wood, and to all kinds of metal

and material that might enter into the

construction of a Temple. Shall I limit

that power to the preserving of a Tem-

ple! No. The same Being could preserve

the city round about the Temple, hence

it is a city that shall never be destroyed

nor thrown down from that time hence-

forth and forever. God will be in the city.

He will take care that the building mate-

rials suffer nothing from the laws of na-

ture. He will take care that the city is

illuminated by His divine power, and es-

pecially the Temple, the most sacred of

all the Temples, where He will have His

throne, where the Twelve Apostles will

have their thrones, as the judges of the

twelve tribes of Israel; He will take care

that there is nothing in that Temple that

shall decay in the least degree. So it will

be in the New Jerusalem. Zion upon this

great western hemisphere will have a

city called the New Jerusalem (because

it has never been built before) and God

will preserve it by His divine power.

Read what the Psalmist, David, has said

in the 50th Psalm: "Out of Zion, the per-

fection of beauty, God hath shined. Our

God shall come, and shall not keep si-

lence: a fire shall devour before him,

and it shall be very tempestuous round

about him. He shall call to the heav-

ens from above, and to the earth, that

he may judge his people. Gather my

saints together unto me; those that have

made a covenant with me by sacrifice."

Perhaps you may ask why it is called

"the perfection of beauty." Shall I read

from the chapter I opened with? In

the 11th verse of that chapter we read:

"O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,

and not comforted, behold, I will lay

thy stones with fair colors, and lay thy

foundations with sapphires. And I will

make thy windows of agates, and thy

gates of carbuncles, and all thy bor-

ders of pleasant stones." Now any per-

son that is acquainted with mineralogy

or with geology, and any person that has

studied these things to any great ex-

tent, knows concerning these precious

stones how very precious they are es-

teemed, and how a small portion of these

stones is very frequently valued at more

than its weight in gold, some of them

one hundred times their weight in gold,

and yet the Lord will bring or create,

or form, as the case may be, or tell

His children how to form those precious

stones in great abundance, sufficiently

pure and crystallized in order to com-

plete the foundations and also the tem-

ples and the public buildings of that

great city called the New Jerusalem. But

before this shall commence, the Lord has


