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boys that are taking their first mission

abroad to proclaim the Gospel of the Son

of God—when we see them shot down

and their murderers tried by a jury and

acquitted, and then tried for riot and

acquitted of that—one would naturally

suppose that a people so hard in their

hearts would not be converted to believe

even if they should see the power of God

manifested. But do you suppose that

among these people where such things

are carried on in the light of day, where

murderers go free and where judges say,

"commit murder, commit riots, take the

life of the innocent; we will free you"—

do you suppose that there are no hon-

est hearted among the people that are

allowed to do this? If you do you are

mistaken. There are many of the hon-

est in heart deceived by the cunning

craftiness of the children of men, by

priestcraft which lies at the foundation

of all the persecutions endured by the

Latter-day Saints. Priests, afraid of their

craft, afraid of this little one, afraid that

the little one will become a thousand,

and the small one a strong nation, say:

"let us down upon them, let us drive

them from their homes, let us burn their

houses, let us persecute them from city

to city, let us fall upon their missionaries

and put them to death." We would hardly

suppose that there could be found an

honest person among such a people, but

there are. There are goodhearted peo-

ple all through the States. In Missouri,

where they first drove us? Yes, many. In

Ohio, where we were also driven? Yes,

many which are honest before God, and

will receive the testimony of the Gospel,

and unto this Zion that I have been

speaking of such will gather together,

to swell the numbers of the Latter-day

Saints, and we will become a strong na-

tion and they cannot help themselves,

and this is what makes them feel so bad.

But, says one, we can help ourselves.

We have got the Secretary of State, Mr.

Evarts, and he in connection with others

of the Cabinet, have published a circu-

lar unto the nations of Germany, Great

Britain, Norway, Sweden and Denmark,

asking their help; "Will you not step for-

ward," say they, "and put a stop to the

emigration of the Latter-day Saints. We

are afraid they are growing too strong.

We are afraid there are too many of them

in yonder hills. O, Great Britain, help

us! O Germany, help us! Let your arm

stretch forth and allow no more of these

Latter-day Saints to gather to the moun-

tains of Utah! O keep them back. Shut

up the ports of Liverpool, of Europe, and

let no more emigrate to that land!" Do

you think they can shut the ports of

heaven? Do you think that yonder spir-

its that dwell in the presence of God the

Father, will be kept back, and will not

come here and take infant tabernacles

to swell the borders of Zion? Think you,

you can shut down the gates of heaven

and control this matter? Stretch forth

your arm and try to stay the arm of the

Almighty, that He send no more spir-

its here to swell the borders of Zion!

Would it not be well to pass laws to

prevent these spirits coming, to prevent

this heavenly emigration? Think you,

you can stay the purposes of the Great

Jehovah? No; these spirits will come

and our streets will be full of children,

sons and daughters, and they will say, as

they crowd up: "The place is too strait,

Give place to me that I may dwell,"

and they will stretch forth the curtains

of their habitations, they will lengthen


