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and expedient that it be righted; and

this applies quite as much to the Pres-

idency, the Twelve and the leading au-

thorities as to any other individual in the

Church; in order that everything may be

presented in its proper form, and every-

body have a full opportunity of offering

their ideas and views in regard to these

matters.

Now I want to say a little on some of

the votes that have been taken this af-

ternoon, in order that we may compre-

hend the situation. You have had a new

name presented before you for the Pres-

ident of your Stake. Brother Peery, who

was your former President resigned his

office, which he had a perfect right to do;

and we have nothing to say about it. It

was according to his own feelings freely

expressed to me and to others. It was

necessary that his place should be filled.

We selected Bishop L. W. Shurtliff, for

whom you have just voted; and that is

all right, and having done so you ought

now to sustain him. In regard to the

Counselors of the President, when he

resigned and his place was filled, they

also ceased to act as Counselors; they

were dropped as authorities of the Stake

with the President of the Stake, not be-

cause of any act of theirs. These brethren

are good men. Here is Brother Her-

rick, for instance, he has maintained

a good reputation, and a good position

in the Church; but he was Counselor

to a man who resigned his office; and

as I have said, when the President re-

signed to whom they were Counselors

they also ceased to act as such. The

question arises, who shall be the Coun-

selors to the new President? That rests

with the new President and those that

put him in office; and it seems that he

has retained one of the old Counselors,

Brother Middleton, and has chosen

a new one; and that is right. Is there

any disposition to hurt Brother Herrick?

Not in the least. I speak of these things

for your information, in order that all

may comprehend the true position. For

instance, supposing that I, as President

of the Church, were to resign, or any-

thing should occur to me, what would be

the result? My Counselors would drop

into their former place in the Quorum

of the Twelve; and whoever succeeded

me would have the selection of his own

Counselors with the approval of the Gen-

eral Conference. He might and he might

not retain as his Counselors those whom

I have chosen. It is proper that we

should understand these things in order

that the right kind of feeling may exist,

and no improper reflection be cast upon

any person.

The High Priests occupy a position

in their Priesthood whereby they are

enabled to perform the various duties

that they may be called upon to fill.

You will find in reading the Doctrine

and Covenants the following statement

regarding the quorum of High Priests:

"Which ordinance is instituted for the

purpose of qualifying those who shall

be appointed standing presidents or ser-

vants over different stakes scattered

abroad." That is, it is the duty of High

Priests to preside; the principle of Pres-

idency is connected with them. You

have a High Priests' Quorum over which

Brother Farr presides; what is the duty

of that quorum? To meet together to in-

struct one another in regard to the prin-

ciples of the government of the Church

and kingdom of God; that its mem-

bers may understand the various orga-

nizations of the Church, the laws and

the principles of government thereof,

and the various duties they may be


