POSITION OF HIS COUNSELORS IF HE SHOULD RESIGN.

the plan which He has appointed, and
according to the order that He has re-
vealed. Those of you who heard Brother
Lyman yesterday, heard him describe
the manner of entering into the Church
of God, also the powers and privileges
associated therewith. Those who heard
Brother Joseph F., this morning, heard
him speak about the organization of the
Church, and the various orders and prin-
ciples, powers and authorities associated
therewith. These are so many principles
introduced by the Lord. None of us, as
was remarked, introduced any of them,;
none of us know them, neither do the
world know them today. God introduced
and put in order those principles that
have been communicated to us in regard
to the Gospel and in regard to the orga-
nization of the Church, and the various
offices thereof, and everything pertain-
ing thereto. And this Church and king-
dom has been placed in communion with
the kingdom in the heavens, with the
Church triumphant, as it is sometimes
called. And the Church is a living princi-
ple, a living power, a living communion,;
and as in former times God placed in the
Church Apostles and Prophets, Pastors
and Teachers for the perfecting of the
Saints, for the work of the ministry, and
for the edifying of the body of Christ, un-
til we all come in the unity of the faith,
and a knowledge of the Son of God; so it
is in these latter days. He has revealed
His will, His law, His power and His
Priesthood; and He has been pleased to
receive us as members and officers of His
Church. And it is for us to magnify our
calling and honor our God in any and ev-
ery position that we may be called upon
to fill. Paul said on a certain occasion,
that a dispensation of the Gospel had
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been committed to him, and it was woe
unto him if he preached it not. So
we may say, that a dispensation of the
Gospel has been committed to us; and
woe be unto us if we preach it not; woe
be unto us if we fulfill not the duties and
obligations that are devolving upon us. I
would say that this Priesthood is not for
the honor of man, not for his exaltation
alone; but it is imparted to man in order
that he may be made the medium of sal-
vation to others. It is true it is honorable
to be a servant of God; it is true it is hon-
orable to hold any office in the Church
and kingdom of God; it is true there is
not a more honorable position that a man
can hold than to be found in the fam-
ily of faith and the household of God,
to belong to the Church and kingdom
of God—there is nothing more honorable
than that. Talking of the Elder, why he is
a herald of salvation; he is a legate of the
skies; he is commissioned of the great Je-
hovah to bear a message to the nations of
the earth, and God has promised to sus-
tain him. He has always sustained His
faithful Elders, and He always will. And
what of the Elder? He is commanded to
call upon men to believe in Jesus Christ,
to repent of their sins, and to be bap-
tized for the remission of sins, promising
them the gift of the Holy Ghost; and all
who obey the requirements receive this
divine gift. Is that true? Do you El-
ders not know that to be true? Does not
this congregation know that it is true?
And when you obeyed the Gospel, when
you had hands laid upon your heads for
the reception of the Holy Ghost, did you
not receive it? If you were honest, you
did; if you were true and sincere you
did, and you are my witnesses as to the
truth of these things of which I speak.



