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without body, parts or passions; a God

that sits on the top of a topless throne;

although to me the idea of worshiping

such a God would be most ridiculous, if

other people desire to do it, all right, and

they should be protected in that right.

But while we accord to all men the right

to think, and the right to worship as they

please, we claim the same right for our-

selves. And then we do not want to have

a set of men placed over us in a gov-

ernmental capacity who do not recognize

the rights of humanity; men who want

to control the human mind. We want

to maintain correct principles; and we

want to sustain all men that do main-

tain them. We have a right to do that.

Some, however, think that we have not

that right even; and they are frequently

trying to introduce principles that are at

variance with our constitutional rights.

But it is our duty to maintain our rights;

it is our duty to stand up for those prin-

ciples which guarantee freedom to man,

and we intend to do it, God being our

helper; and not permit the wicked and

ungodly, the corrupt and depraved to de-

prive us of our rights. But I shall be

talking about politics if I keep on much

longer; what I have said, however, is cor-

rect, and it affects us as American cit-

izens. We possess just as many rights

as any other American citizens; and if

there is anything contrary to this, it is

contrary to the genius of the institu-

tions of our country. We are all free and

equal, at least, we are supposed to be;

but we are not. We may as well laugh

as cry about these things though, as it

makes but little difference. We are en-

gaged in doing the work of God; and

we are seeking to do the will of God;

and He has established a Church, which

we, in the name of Israel's God, will

help to sustain. And we should not

be concerned about the consequences of

our acts. The Lord has all men in His

keeping, and He has us in His keep-

ing; and we cannot do anything only as

He permits us. How could you Elders,

who have been out preaching and bap-

tizing, and confirming members into the

Church, have imparted to them the gift

of the Holy Ghost through the laying on

of hands, excepting God were with you.

And if God were not with Israel today,

Israel could not be sustained. But God

is on the side of Israel; and He will sus-

tain His people if they will observe His

laws and keep His commandments. And

no man can successfully fight against Je-

hovah, for He will say to any that op-

pose Zion, as He did to the waves of the

mighty ocean, "Hitherto shalt thou come

and no further, and here shalt thy proud

waves be stayed." We are in the hands

of God; and the nation is also in the

hands of God; and we can do nothing un-

less He permits us; neither can this or

any other nation. He controls them ac-

cording to the counsel of his own will;

and He manipulates, manages and di-

rects the affairs of the children of men.

He has appointed us to do a work. It is

not our work; but we are willing to do

it with His help. Will He be thwarted

in His designs? I tell you, No. The

kingdom of God will roll forth, and no

man can stay it. And woe to that man

who lifts up his hand against it; for the

Lord is managing this work, not us, and

it is His business to take care of His

Saints. Therefore, we feel easy, comfort-

able, joyous and happy. And I feel all

the day long like singing hallelujah, hal-

lelujah, hallelujah, the Lord God Om-

nipotent reigneth; and He will reign un-

til all His enemies are put under His


