OPPOSITION TO THE SAINTS, AND ITS CAUSE.

nessed. There was a time when it
seemed as though all hell had broken
loose, and that nothing less than the en-
tire destruction of the organization of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints would satisfy popular clamor. A
most extraordinary manifestation, espe-
cially when we consider the absence of
all provocation for such an outburst of
wrath. If a person last winter had come
into Utah Territory and traveled through
our settlements, visiting the houses of
the people and examining the condition
of affairs here, he would have found it
difficult to understand the cause of all
the excitement that was raging through-
out the United States concerning this
people. If there are those who do not
believe in the existence of spiritual pow-
ers and influences, let them examine into
this Utah question and the effects of
its agitation upon the public mind, and
it seems to me they must be convinced
that there are unseen powers which op-
erate upon the minds of the people at
large, to produce such extraordinary out-
bursts of prejudice and passion as we
have witnessed—fifty millions of people
stirred up from one end of the land to the
other by a tornado of passion, unreason-
ing, blind, besotted, bloodthirsty, which
has carried men and women before it,
and has dethroned reason, concerning a
people who were quietly pursuing their
avocations, molesting none, doing noth-
ing that could be construed by any rea-
sonable person into anything that would
be offensive.

It is generally supposed that we are
living in an enlightened age. Popu-
lar preachers claim that this is the
crowning generation for light, and
knowledge, and truth; that we are
living in fact, in the full blaze of
Gospel light and glory. Politicians
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also claim that this republican govern-
ment of the United States is the fruit of
the ripened experience of all the ages;
the product of the accumulated wisdom
of the centuries; that human aspirations
finds the fullest development under our
form of government. This is the boast
of the press, and these are the teachings
of the pulpit. And yet, through agen-
cies which boast of their enlightenment,
this whirlwind of passion to which I have
alluded—this spasm of feeling that has
convulsed the nation, has swept over the
land, and everything has been done that
was possible to make it destructive in its
effects upon the objects of its wrath. I
have thought, and have sometimes ex-
pressed myself, that if lies could destroy
a people, we should have been buried
out of sight long ago. The basest and
most malignant and most cruel, the most
unfounded and causeless misrepresen-
tations and falsehoods have been circu-
lated, and men and women who knew
nothing about us, preachers who had no
idea of our real belief, and editors who
had no conception of the true condition
of affairs in this Territory, have all lent
themselves, sometimes understandingly,
and other times ignorantly to do every-
thing in their power to destroy an in-
nocent people. And what has been the
crime? We have been accused of im-
morality. God knows if that were to be
a crime sufficient to evoke destruction,
there would be other communities vis-
ited with wrath besides ours, even if we
were all that we are painted. But the
fact is, there is no other Territory or
State in the United States—and I say
this knowingly and understandingly—
where virtue is respected, revered and
protected as it is in Utah. There is no
other community in the United States in



